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Shirland and Higham Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 

held at Shirland Village Hall on Thursday 21st November 2024 at 7pm 

Councillors Present: Cllr Mike Roe (Chair), Cllr Barry Barnes, Cllr Anne Brown, Cllr Janice Bush, Cllr 
Janice Cann, Cllr Ritchie Knowles, Cllr Guy Liggett, Cllr Geoff Mather, Cllr James Newton and Cllr 
David Williamson. 
 
In Attendance: Helen Dowson (Clerk & RFO) and eight members of the public. 
 
01/11/24  To consider accepting apologies for absence: 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Michelle Green, Cllr Margaret Kimber and Cllr Barry 
Lewis. 
 
02/11/24 Declarations of interest from members on any items to be discussed:  

Cllr G Liggett–Shed Grounds Maintenance. Cllr J Cann–Stonebroom Food Pantry. Cllr D Williamson– 

Trustee Fidler and Laverack. Cllr A Brown and Cllr G Mather–Shirland Village Hall Management 

Committee. 

 

03/11/24 To receive and approve requests for dispensations from members on matters in which 

they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest: 

None. 

 

04/11/24 To determine if any item on the agenda should be with the public excluded:  

None. 

 

It was agreed to discuss agenda item 18/11/24 following item 06/11/24. 

 

05/11/24 To consider for approval the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 

17th October 2024: 

Cllr A Brown proposed, Cllr B Barnes seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the minutes be 

approved. 

 

06/11/24 Residents or public questions/comments (A period of not more than 15 minutes is 

allocated for members of the public and councillors to comment on any matter relating to the 

Parish): 

The Chair and committee members of Stonebroom Community Centre addressed the meeting 

regarding the proposal by Derbyshire County Council to increase the current peppercorn rent over a 

three year period to £17500 a year. The committee has been told there is an option to purchase the 

centre at a cost of £150000.   

The committee are very keen to keep the centre open but cannot afford to purchase outright or pay the 

new rent. 

Councillors empathised with the group and asked questions regarding the current lease. It was 

suggested that the committee writes to the local MP. 

 

Standing orders were suspended to allow this agenda item to be extended beyond 15 minutes. 

 

Cllr R Knowles and Cllr J Cann mentioned that there has been fantastic feedback regarding the 

installation of the new defibrillators. Cllr Cann is to speak to the owner of the shop at Mickley regarding 

siting a unit at that location. 

Cllr B Barnes thanked the community centre committee members for attending the meeting. 

 

Standing orders were reinstated. 

 

Cllr A Brown and Cllr G Mather left the room. 
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07/11/24 To consider the Shirland Village Hall lease: 

Cllr M Roe proposed and Cllr J Newton seconded that the hall remains with the management committee 

and a new five year lease be drawn up by Ellis-Fermor and Negus Solicitors. 

A vote was taken and this decision was unanimously agreed with the exception of Cllr J Bush who 

chose to abstain. 

 

08/11/24 To consider obtaining quotes for a replacement boiler and heating system at Shirland 

Village Hall: 

Cllr D Williamson proposed, Cllr B Barnes seconded and it was unanimously agreed to arrange for a 

specification to be drawn up before requesting North East Derbyshire District Council to carry out the 

procurement process. 

 

Cllr A Brown and Cllr G Mather returned to the meeting. 

 

09/11/24 To consider the meeting dates and location for 2025: 

Cllr R Knowles proposed, Cllr J Newton seconded and it was unanimously agreed to hold the meetings 

on the third Thursday of every month with the exception of December. 

The meetings will take place at Shirland Village Hall in January and Stonebroom Pavilion in February, 

the meetings will follow this pattern throughout the year. 

 

10/11/24 To consider for adoption the following policies: Complaint’s procedure, Dismissal 
and Disciplinary, Grievance, Equal Opportunities, Health and Safety, Lone Worker, Press, 
Privacy and the Business Continuity Plan: 
Cllr A Brown proposed, Cllr J Newton seconded and it was unanimously agreed for all policies to be 
approved and adopted. 
 
Cllr G Liggett left the room. 

 

11/11/24 To consider the grass cutting contract for 2025-28: 

Cllr J Newton proposed, Cllr A Brown seconded and it was unanimously agreed to request North East 

Derbyshire District Council to carry out the procurement process. 

 

Cllr G Liggett returned to the meeting. 

 

12/11/24 To consider the Memorial Management policy and the layout of the cemetery extension: 

Cllr J Newton proposed, Cllr M Roe seconded and it was unanimously agreed to adopt the policy. If the 

grave owners details are available the Clerk is to send out a letter regarding the unsafe memorials. The 

memorials are to be staked and banded in January 2025. 

Cllr A Brown proposed, Cllr M Roe seconded and it was unanimously agreed that in the cemetery 

extension the area for the interment of ashes will be in front of the shrubbed area. 

 

13/11/24 To consider the quotations received for work in the cemetery: 

It was unanimously agreed to accept the quotations from LA Landscaping Services for the additional 

planting of the shrubbed area and the staking and banding of the memorials. 

  

14/11/24 To consider information regarding the donation for the installation and removal of the 

lamppost poppies: 

The cheque is to be made payable to the British Legion Riders. 

 

15/11/24 To consider the grant application from the Save Amber Valley Environment Group: 

Cllr D Williamson proposed, Cllr J Newton seconded and it was unanimously agreed to award a grant 

of £300. 

 

16/11/24 To consider replacing the security lock at Stonebroom Pavilion: 

Cllr M Roe proposed, Cllr D Williamson seconded and it was unanimously agreed to arrange for the 

lock to be replaced. 
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17/11/24 To consider the quotations received for a replacement roundabout at Stonebroom 

Sportsground: 

Cllr D Williamson proposed, Cllr M Roe seconded and it was unanimously agreed to place an order 

with Sutcliffe Play. 

 

18/11/24 To consider the situation regarding Stonebroom Community Centre: 

Cllr B Barnes spoke in detail about the current situation with regards to the centre and the proposed 

rent increase. Cllr Barnes stated that the facility is very well used and has been for a number of years. 

Cllr Barnes said that he would like to see the Parish Council supporting the committee. 

A copy of the current lease is to be circulated to all Councillors before a further discussion takes place 

at the meeting in January 2025. 

 

19/11/24 Report from County Councillor: 

No report. 

 

20/11/24  Reports from District Councillors: 

No reports. 

 

21/11/24 Reports from Councillors on outside bodies and community groups: 

Cllr R Knowles mentioned that the Shirland lights switch on event is to take place on the 29th November 

2024. Cllr Knowles said that the Parish Council will be approached next year regarding the purchase of 

a replacement Christmas tree.  

Cllr Knowles asked about the possibility of a grit bin being provided on the Fox Hollies development.  

Due to the estate being unadopted the Parish Council will not provide the bin but will agree to filling the 

bin with grit as required. 

Cllr A Brown reported that the Halloween disco held at the Village Hall had been very successful. A 

family disco is to take place at the hall on New Years Eve. 

Cllr B Barnes reported that there are a number of trees near the Parish boundary at the bottom of 

Stonebroom that require attention. The Clerk to report to Derbyshire County Council. 

 

22/11/24 Report from Chair: 

Cllr M Roe thanked Councillors and all volunteers for the recent tree planting at Mickley. 

Cllr Roe has recently spoken to the people involved with Stonebroom Community Woodland inviting 

them to attend Parish Council meetings to talk about the area. 

 

23/11/24 Report from Clerk: 

The Clerk mentioned that the Christmas lights will be switched on at 4pm on the 29th November 2024. 

If any Councillors have any suggestions regarding the budget for the 2025/26 financial year they are to 

email them to the Clerk as soon as possible. 

Cllr J Newton is to attend the Carol Service at St Peter’s Church Stonebroom. 

 

24/11/24 Dalc Newsletter – November 2024: 

Previously circulated to Councillors. 

25/11/24 Correspondence (previously circulated to Councillors): 

- Resident – Stonebroom Community Woodland 

- National Grid – Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping Report (No further comments 
to be submitted) 

- Tibshelf Neighbourhood Watch – invitation to attend meetings (Cllr J Cann, Cllr J Newton 
and Cllr M Roe to attend) 

 
Standing orders were suspended at 9pm to allow the meeting to continue. 
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26/11/24 To consider the following planning applications: 

Application Number: 24/00839/FLH 

Proposal: Construction of a single storey rear extension and hip to gable loft 
conversion with a flat roof dormer to the rear 

Address: 33 Hallfieldgate Lane Shirland 

 No comments. 
 

Application Number: 24/00851/FL 

Proposal: Section 73 application to vary condition 3 (materials) pursuant of 
planning application 23/00629/FL (Conservation Area/Affecting the 
setting of a listed building) (Revised scheme of 22/01043/FL) to 
vary walling material. 

Address: Quarry Farm Main Road Higham 

The Parish Council do not think that changing the scope from wooden panels to metal cladding is 
keeping with the original permission particularly as the property is within the conservation area. 

 

Application Number: 24/00774/FL 

Proposal: Application for the proposed change of use from beer and wine 
shop to a café/sandwich shop at the front with sunbeds to rear 
(Affecting setting of a Listed Building) (Amended Plans) (Amended 
Title) 

Address: 172 High Street Stonebroom 

No comments. 
 

Application Number: 24/00908/OL 

Proposal: Outline application (All Matters Reserved) for a self-build single 
storey dwelling (Conservation Area) (Affecting setting of a Listed 
Building) 

Address: Cross House Main Road Higham 

The Parish Council are concerned that the design of this dwelling is not in keeping with the conservation 
area and is out of character with its surroundings. 
 

Application Number: 24/00926/FLH 

Proposal: Proposed air source heat pump to rear, 1m away from dwelling 

Address: 36 Fernwood Close Shirland 

The Parish Council are concerned about the noise levels for the adjacent properties. The Parish Council 

would like reassurance that there are plans in place to manage the noise levels. 

Application Number: 24/00912/FLH 

Proposal: Erection of porch, new fenestration, change of external finish to 
North, South and East elevations from render to natural stone and 
internal alterations (Conservation Area) (Affecting setting of a Listed 
Building) 

Address: Longbourne Chase Main Road Higham 

 No comments. 

27/11/24 To receive the bank reconciliation, second quarter budget monitoring report, bank 

balances, bank statements and bills for payment: 

 

The Clerk read out the bank balances: 

NatWest current account  £500 

NatWest reserve account £59842.08 

NS&I £92498.82 

 

The bank reconciliation and second quarter budget monitoring report had been circulated prior to the 

meeting. Cllr D Williamson proposed, Cllr R Knowles seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the 

documents be accepted.  

Cllr M Roe proposed, Cllr D Williamson seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the following 

payments be made:  
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Payee Goods Amount (£) 

British Telecom Stonebroom Pavilion: 
Broadband 

 
                          84.38                          

O2 Council mobile 41.34 

E-On Stonebroom Pavilion: 
Gas 
Electric 

 
45.77 
77.97 

Wages and salaries including 
HMRC 

3 employees: 
November 2024 
December 2024 

 
3318.77 
2890.68 

Bike Track BMX track maintenance and 
monthly inspection 

431.50 

Helen Dowson expenses Weebly (website provider):- 
Monthly fee – November  
Ink 
Padlocks 
Home working allowance 
(October – December 2024) 

 
12.66 
25.49 
58.97 
78.00 

LA Landscaping Services Interment of ashes 
Topping up of graves 

                                  139.00 
                                    72.00 

ASI Security Call out to maintain alarm at 
Stonebroom Pavilion 

144.00 

UK Safety Management Work to fire alarm panel at 
Stonebroom Pavilion 

384.00 

Viking 100 second class stamps, 
paper and stationery 

197.66 

Rob Cook Electrical Installation of defibrillator at 
Higham and repair to light at 
Stonebroom Pavilion 

264.00 

Kaydor Signs Signage 204.00 

Paul Shardlow Topping work at Mickley 
Filling grit bins 

432.00 
444.00 

The Community of Shirland and 
Higham group 

Grant 300.00 

British Legion Riders Donation for the installation and 
removal of the lamppost 
poppies 

300.00 

Waterplus Stonebroom Pavilion 37.46 

R Cook Electrical ** Christmas lights and trees 2940.00 

Helen Dowson ** Weebly (website provider):- 
Monthly fee - December 
Toilet rolls for pavilion 

 
13.00 

 
17.99 

Paul Spray ** Cable ties for lamppost poppies 31.56 

** Late payment, invoice received after publication of the agenda. 

 
Receipts since last meeting:- 
 
Received:  Amount (£) 

Allotment fee 13.75 

Staffa Health for hire of the pavilion 60.00 

Football 60.00 

Ashes interment 389.00 

 
The meeting closed at 9.19pm. 


