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Shirland and Higham Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 

held at Shirland Village Hall on Thursday 16th January 2025 at 7pm 

Councillors Present: Cllr James Newton (Vice Chair), Cllr Barry Barnes, Cllr Anne Brown, Cllr Janice 
Bush, Cllr Janice Cann, Cllr Ritchie Knowles, Cllr Guy Liggett, Cllr Geoff Mather and Cllr David 
Williamson. 
 
In Attendance: Helen Dowson (Clerk & RFO) and seven members of the public. 
 
01/01/25  To consider accepting apologies for absence: 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Michelle Green, Cllr Margaret Kimber, Cllr Mike Roe, 
Cllr Charlotte Cupit and Cllr Barry Lewis. 
 
02/01/25 Declarations of interest from members on any items to be discussed:  

Cllr J Cann–Stonebroom Food Pantry. Cllr B Barnes and Cllr D Williamson–Trustees Fidler and 

Laverack. Cllr A Brown and Cllr G Mather–Shirland Village Hall Management Committee. Cllr J Newton 

–friend quoted for agenda item 10.  

 

03/01/25 To receive and approve requests for dispensations from members on matters in which 

they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest: 

None. 

 

04/01/25 To determine if any item on the agenda should be with the public excluded:  

None. 

 

05/01/25 To consider for approval the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 

21st November 2024: 

Cllr A Brown proposed, Cllr B Barnes seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the minutes be 

approved. 

 

06/01/25 Residents or public questions/comments (A period of not more than 15 minutes is 

allocated for members of the public and councillors to comment on any matter relating to the 

Parish): 

A member of the public spoke about the urgent need for a replacement bus shelter outside the 

Greyhound Public House at Higham and his concern regarding the time this is taking. The Vice Chair 

informed the gentleman that the Parish Council are currently awaiting a quote from Derbyshire County 

Council. 

 

Cllr G Liggett joined the meeting at 7.08pm. 

 

A member of the public spoke about a tree on the school grounds at Stonebroom which is obscuring 

the only lamp column on that stretch of road. The Clerk is to write to the school asking them to consider 

cutting back the tree. 

A gentleman spoke about the number of chippings present on the footways on High Street Stonebroom 

and the white lines that require re-painting on the crossing outside the Doctors Surgery at Stonebroom.  

The Clerk agreed to report these issues to Cllr C Cupit. 

Cllr J Bush spoke about the need for a litter bin on the bus shelter on Main Road Shirland opposite the 

junction with Park Lane. 

 

07/01/25 To consider the budget for the 2025/26 financial year and the precept request: 

The proposed budget was circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting. Cllr D Williamson proposed 

and Cllr B Barnes seconded that the budget be accepted with a 5% increase to the precept. A precept 

request of £100599 is to be submitted to North East Derbyshire District Council. A vote was taken with 

all Councillors except one in favour of this action. 

 



2092 

 

08/01/25 To consider and approve the cemetery fees for 2025: 

Cllr R Knowles proposed and Cllr A Brown seconded that the fees remain the same. This decision was 

unanimous with the exception of Cllr G Liggett who chose to abstain. 

 

09/01/25 To consider obtaining quotations for the installation of an archway at Shirland 

Cemetery: 

Cllr A Brown proposed and Cllr B Barnes seconded that ideas and quotes are obtained. A vote was 

taken with all Councillors except one in favour of this action. 

 

Cllr J Newton left the room. 

 

10/01/25 To consider the information and quotations received for the building and hosting of a 
new website: 
Councillors discussed the three quotations received and a vote was taken with Cuttlefish being the 
most popular option. 
Cllr G Mather proposed and Cllr R Knowles seconded that an order be placed.   
 

Cllr J Newton returned to the meeting. 

 

11/01/25 To consider the quotation received for a replacement CCTV camera at Stonebroom 

Sportsground: 

Further information is to be obtained regarding the camera before the quote is considered. 

 

12/01/25 To consider the quotation received for a cabinet to house the CCTV equipment at 

Stonebroom Pavilion: 

Cllr J Cann proposed, Cllr D Williamson seconded and it was unanimously agreed to place the order. 

 

13/01/25  To consider the traffic flow on the A61: 

A long discussion was held regarding the issues on Alfreton Hill with regards to the road layout and the 

phasing of the traffic lights. 

Cllr J Newton proposed, Cllr B Barnes seconded and it was unanimously agreed to send comments 

regarding this to Cllr B Lewis and Cllr C Cupit. 

 

14/01/25 To consider the request for an additional grit bin on Bluebell Hill Mickley: 

Cllr R Knowles proposed, Cllr B Barnes seconded and it was unanimously agreed to order a new bin. 

 

15/01/25 To consider and approve the quotation received for works to the cableways: 

Cllr B Barnes proposed and Cllr A Brown seconded that an order be placed.  A vote was taken and this 

decision with unanimous with the exception of Cllr G Liggett who chose to abstain. 

 

16/01/25 To consider the recent tree surveys carried out at Stonebroom Community Woodland 

and Shirland Cemetery: 

Cllr A Brown proposed, Cllr R Knowles seconded and it was unanimously agreed for quotes to be 

obtained for works at both sites. 

 

Cllr A Brown and Cllr G Mather left the room. 

 

17/01/25 To consider the payment of invoices relating to the alarm system at Shirland Village 

Hall: 

Cllr J Bush proposed and Cllr B Barnes seconded that the Management Committee are responsible for 

the payment of the invoices and not the Parish Council. A vote was taken and this decision was 

unanimous with the exception of Cllr R Knowles who chose to abstain. 

 

Cllr A Brown and Cllr G Mather returned to the meeting. 
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18/01/25 Report from County Councillors: 

No reports. 

The Clerk was asked to write to Cllr B Lewis asking about the possibility of him attending future 

meetings. 

 

19/01/25  Reports from District Councillors: 

No reports. 

 

20/01/25 Reports from Councillors on outside bodies and community groups: 

Cllr B Barnes thanked the Community of Shirland and Higham Group for organising the enjoyable 

Christmas event at the Church. 

Cllr Barnes and Cllr J Cann spoke about the success of the summer and winter events held in 

Stonebroom and Mickley. 

Cllr A Brown spoke about the successful Christmas and New Year events held at Shirland Village Hall.  

A Valentine’s disco is to be held at the hall on 14th February 2025. 

Cllr J Newton commented that it is great to see positive feedback regarding the various events taking 

place in the Parish bringing the communities together. 

 

21/01/25 Report from Chair: 

No report. 

 

22/01/25 Report from Clerk: 

The Clerk updated Councillors on the memorial testing in the cemetery. 

The grass cutting contract is currently advertised with a closing date of the 3rd February 2025. 

The new roundabout at Stonebroom is to be installed week commencing 20th January 2025. 

The Clerk queried whether the specification was available for the replacement heating system at 

Shirland Village Hall and was told that it was still being completed. 

 

23/01/25 Dalc Newsletter – December and January 2025: 

Previously circulated to Councillors. 

24/01/25 Correspondence (previously circulated to Councillors): 

Derbyshire County Council  

- Consultation regarding further integration with Derbyshire Community Health Services 
- Consultation regarding traffic regulation orders 

Tibshelf First Responders – CPR & Defibrillator Awareness 
Member of public – replacement of bus shelter in Higham 
Stonebroom Community Centre – position regarding the lease 
Derbyshire Fire and Rescue Service - budget  
 
25/01/25 To consider the following planning applications: 

Application Number: 24/01001/MFL 

  

Proposal: Demolition of 50 existing bungalows, stopping up of highway 
and redevelopment with 69, 2 bedroomed bungalows, 
associated highways, drainage, attenuation, infrastructure 
and landscaping and use of adjacent land as a temporary 
compound during demolition and construction (Major 
Development/Affecting a public right of way) 

Address: The Bungalows Stonebroom 

 No comments. 
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Application Number: 24/00991/TPO 

Proposal: Application to fell 1 no. Ash tree covered by NEDDC Tree 
Preservation Order 102 

Address: Land South of 68 to 78 Hallfieldgate Lane Shirland  

 The Parish Council are concerned that there is no arboricultural survey available. 
  

Application Number: CW4/1224/32 (Derbyshire County Council) 

Proposal: The installation of 1 no. Motor Control Center (MCC) Kiosk 

Address: Westwood Brook Sewage Treatment Works, road off High 
Street Stonebroom 

 No comments. 

26/01/25 To receive the bank reconciliations, third quarter budget monitoring report, bank 

statements and bills for payment: 

The bank reconciliations and the budget monitoring report had been circulated prior to the meeting. Cllr 

D Williamson proposed, Cllr G Mather seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the documents 

be accepted.  

Cllr A Brown proposed, Cllr R Knowles seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the following 

payments be made:  

Payee Goods Amount (£) 

British Telecom Stonebroom Pavilion: 
December – Broadband 
                     Line rental 
January - Broadband 

 
                          84.38 

150.66 
 84.38                        

O2 Council mobile: 
December 
January 

 
41.34 
41.34 

E-On Stonebroom Pavilion: 
December - Gas 
                    Electric 
January – Gas 
                 Electric 

 
63.24 
92.15 

125.93 
108.34 

Waterplus Stonebroom Pavilion – 
December 

24.22 

Wages and salaries 
including HMRC 

3 employees 
 

2890.68 

Bike Track BMX track maintenance and 
monthly inspection 

431.50 

Helen Dowson expenses Weebly (website provider) 
Ink - 2 months 
No parking sign  
Cleaning materials - pavilion 
Postage 
Mileage 

13.07 
50.98 

8.99 
7.79 
5.35 

11.70 

Paul Shardlow Hedge cutting at Mickley 
Filling grit bins 

240.00 
444.00 

Markovitz Rock salt 864.00 

Save Amber Valley 
Environment Group 

Grant 300.00 

CPRE The Countryside 
Charity 

Annual membership 36.00 

Royal British Legion Donation received from 
member of public 

10.00 

Greg Long Tree Care Mickley allotment field: 
Removal of Ash and works 
to Oak 
Reduction of Sycamore 

 
1140.00 

 
600.00 
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Shelter Maintenance Cleaning of bus shelters 58.94 

G Burley and Sons Lamp post Christmas trees 4271.40 

Walls Coal’s and Skip Hire Skip at cemetery 200.00 

Bolsover District Council Extreme Wheels 2024 3200.00 

Mac Tree Services Tree surveys at Shirland 
Cemetery and Stonebroom 
Community Woodland 

530.00 

North East Derbyshire 
District Council 

Disposal of broken table 
tennis table 

39.22 

Derbyshire Association of 
Local Councils 

Chair skills training - 
cheque sent in June 2024 
was lost in post 

100.00 

ASI Security Systems Ltd Stonebroom Pavilion – 
Alarm monitoring and 
maintenance 

582.00 

Kaydor Signs No fly tipping sign 36.00 

Paul Shardlow ** Filling grit bins 444.00 

Waterplus ** Stonebroom Pavilion 24.69 

 
** Late payment, invoice received after publication of the agenda. 
 
Receipts since last meeting:- 
 

Received:  Amount (£) 

Donation from member of public for 
poppies 

10.00 

Staffa Health for hire of the pavilion 96.00 

Memorial application 99.00 

 
The meeting closed at 8.55pm. 


