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Shirland and Higham Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 

held at Shirland Village Hall on Thursday 21st August 2025 at 7pm 

Councillors Present: Cllr Mike Roe (Chair), Cllr Barry Barnes, Cllr Anne Brown, Cllr Janice Bush, Cllr 
Marg Kimber, Cllr Ritchie Knowles, Cllr Guy Liggett, Cllr Geoff Mather, Cllr Mark Price (from agenda 
item 9) and Cllr David Williamson. 
 
In Attendance: Helen Dowson (Clerk & RFO) and several members of the public. 
 
01/08/25 To consider accepting apologies for absence: 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Janice Cann, Cllr James Newton and Cllr Charlotte 
Cupit. 
 
02/08/25 Declarations of interest from members on any items to be discussed:  

Cllr B Barnes - Trustee Fidler and Laverack, Stonebroom HAF group and Stonebroom Volunteer Group. 

Cllr M Kimber – Stonebroom HAF group. Cllr A Brown and Cllr G Mather – Shirland Village Hall 

Management Committee. 

 

03/08/25 To receive and approve requests for dispensations from members on matters in which 

they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest: 

None. 

 

04/08/25 To determine if any item on the agenda should be with the public excluded:  

The discussion and vote in relation to agenda item 8. 

 

05/08/25 To consider for approval the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 

17th July 2025: 

Cllr A Brown proposed and Cllr B Barnes seconded that the minutes be approved.  

 

06/08/25 Residents or public questions/comments (A period of not more than 15 minutes is 

allocated for members of the public and councillors to comment on any matter relating to the 

Parish): 

A resident spoke about the container at Mickley BMX track which is causing problems with anti-social 

behaviour. Cllr G Liggett agreed to speak to Rykneld Homes regarding removing it from site. 

Cllr M Kimber spoke about the litterbin outside the shops at Stonebroom which is regularly full and 

overflowing. The Clerk agreed to contact North East Derbyshire District Council again regarding this. 

 

07/08/25 Presentation of the 2025 Allotment Awards: 

The Chair presented the well-deserved awards to the plot holders present. 

 

Cllr D Williamson joined the meeting. 

 

08/08/25 To consider the applications received for the Councillor vacancy and the co-option of 

Councillor: 

The six applicants read out their applications. 

 

Cllr B Barnes and members of the public left the room whilst Councillors held a discussion. 

 

Cllr M Roe chose not to vote due to knowing one of the applicants. 

A vote was taken and Mark Price received the largest number of votes.  

 

Cllr B Barnes and members of the public returned to the meeting. 
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The outcome of the vote was declared; Mark Price took his seat at the table and signed the Declaration 

of Acceptance. 

 

09/08/25 Notice of Conclusion of Audit: 
The audit for the year ended 31st March 2025 is now complete and the statutory ‘Notice of Conclusion’ 
will be displayed. 
 

10/08/25 To confirm the National Joint Council pay award 2025/26: 

The Clerk confirmed the 3.2% pay increase. 

 

11/08/25 To consider the adoption of the Code of Conduct: 

Cllr M Roe proposed, Cllr A Brown seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the Code of Conduct 

is approved and adopted.  

 

12/08/25 To consider the approval and adoption of the Legionella policy: 

Cllr M Roe proposed, Cllr A Brown seconded and it was unanimously agreed to approve and adopt the 

policy. 

 

13/08/25 To consider renewing the membership of the CPRE-The Countryside Charity: 
Cllr D Williamson proposed, Cllr R Knowles seconded and it was unanimously agreed to renew the 
membership. 
 

Cllr A Brown and Cllr G Mather left the room. 

 

14/08/25 To consider the correspondence received from Ellis Fermor and Negus regarding the 
lease for Shirland Village Hall: 
A reply is to be sent to the Solicitor regarding the recent boiler service and the replacement of the 
missing roof tiles. The reply is to state that the Parish Council still await a decision on the lease in a 
timely manner. 
 
Cllr A Brown and Cllr G Mather returned to the meeting. 
 
15/08/25 To consider the use of Shirland Playing Fields for events: 
Cllr M Roe proposed and Cllr B Barnes seconded that all requests to use the field should be sent to the 
Clerk, the Parish Council will then consider all requests and agree the charge. A vote was taken with 
eight Councillors for this action and two against. 
 
Cllr B Barnes left the meeting. 
 
16/08/25 To consider the quotations received for the Christmas trees and lighting: 
Cllr D Williamson proposed and Cllr M Roe seconded that orders be placed with Plantscape and Rob 
Cook Electrical as per the quotes supplied. A vote was taken with eight Councillors for this action and 
one against. 
 
17/08/25 To consider the quotation received for works to the drainage system at Stonebroom 
Pavilion: 
Cllr D Williamson proposed, Cllr A Brown seconded and it was unanimously agreed to place an order 
for the remedial works. 
 
18/08/25 To consider the request from EK Coaching for the use of Stonebroom Sportsground 
for fun football sessions: 
Cllr A Brown proposed, Cllr G Mather seconded and it was unanimously agreed to allow the use of the 
field at a cost of £12 per session. 
 
19/08/25 To consider the activities taking place in Stonebroom Community Woodland: 
A lengthy discussion was held regarding the complaints received and the activities taking place in the 
woodland. 
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Cllr M Roe proposed, Cllr A Brown seconded and it was unanimously agreed that Cllr B Barnes would 
be asked to speak to the organiser of the groups concerned. The Parish Council needs to give 
permission before any group activities or events take place. 
 
20/08/25 To consider the installation of the lamppost poppies: 
Cllr M Roe proposed, Cllr A Brown seconded and it was unanimously agreed to ask The Hay Hotel to 
coordinate the installation and removal of the poppies with a £250 donation being made to the Poppy 
Appeal. 
 

21/08/25 Report from County Councillor: 

None. 

 

22/08/25 Reports from District Councillors: 

None. 

 

23/08/25 Reports from Councillors on outside bodies and community groups: 

Cllr A Brown reported that a Fun Dog Show is to be held at the Village Hall on the 31st August 2025. 

Cllr M Kimber reported that over two hundred children have been attending the sessions run by the 

Stonebroom HAF group. Cllr Kimber mentioned that the group have been shortlisted for the King’s 

Award for Volunteer Groups. 

 

24/08/25 Report from Chair: 

Cllr M Roe expressed his thanks to Cllr J Cann for the organising of the summer Lea Green sessions. 

Cllr Roe said that he was really pleased to see that the HAF group sessions are so well attended. 

 

25/08/25 Report from Clerk: 

The Clerk reported that no updates have been received on the Higham replacement bus shelter or the 

Stonebroom bench. 

The hedge cutting is to take place at Stonebroom Sportsground at the beginning of September 2025. 

 

26/08/25 Dalc Newsletter – July and August 2025 
Previously circulated to Councillors. 

27/08/25 Correspondence (previously circulated to Councillors) 

              - Derbyshire County Council-Parish and Town Council Liaison Forum 
  - Feedback from young people and parents regarding the outdoor activity programme 
 
28/08/25 To consider the following planning applications: 

 Application 
Number: 

25/00552/FLH & 25/00553/LB 

Proposal: Replacement of some sash windows, installation of boiler 
flue to the North elevation, replacement of front door in the 
South elevation and installation of a traditional cast iron 
downpipe, with hopper, in black to the South elevation, and 
some internal alterations. (Listed Building) (Conservation 
Area) 

Address: 77 Strettea Lane Higham 

 No comments. 
 

Application Number: 25/00654/LB & 25/00676/LB 

Proposal: Listed Building Consent for previously notified completed 
works to remove structurally unsound internal brick infill's, 
reinstatement of fabric to internal gable within east wing and 
replacement of modern structurally inadequate timber lintel 
with steel, insertion of previously absent fabric to internal 
wall, replacement of existing modern but structurally 
inadequate timbers forming existing doorway lintels with 
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concrete lintels, replacement of previously inserted 
structurally inadequate and inappropriate modern fabric in 
the southern end gable with structurally sound fabric to 
match existing to support purlins and the proposed re-
instatement of brick infill's with required structural works. 
Rebuild of structurally defective west elevation wall internally 
and externally with insertion of currently absent foundations, 
tying wall into existing fabric and replacing perished stone as 
required (Listed Building) (Conservation Area)  

Address: Crown Inn Main Road Higham 

 No comments. 

Application Number: 25/00679/FLH 

Proposal: Double storey extension with balcony, single storey rear 
extension, roof window and dormers to front and rear of 
property, new front porch, new windows and white render to 
external walls 
(Affecting the setting of a Listed Building) (Conservation 
Area) 

Address: Amber Croft Main Road Higham 

 No comments. 
 

29/08/25 To receive the bank reconciliation, bank statements and bills for payment: 
 
Cllr D Williamson proposed, Cllr A Brown seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the bank 
reconciliation be accepted. 
 

Cllr R Knowles proposed, Cllr M Kimber seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the following 

payments be made: 

Payee Goods Amount (£) 

British Telecom Stonebroom Pavilion: 
Broadband 

 
89.80 

O2 Council mobile 44.44 

E-On Stonebroom Pavilion: 
Gas 
Electric 

 
17.14 

122.38 

Wages and salaries including HMRC 3 employees 
 

3505.81 

Bike Track BMX track maintenance and 
monthly inspection  

431.50 

Helen Dowson expenses Weebly – Website provider 
Ink 
Microsoft 365 subscription 
Allotment trophies 
Call out to drainage system 
– Stonebroom Pavilion 

12.22 
28.99 
84.99 

116.00 
264.00 

Shelter Maintenance Shelter cleaning 64.84 

UK Safety Management PAT testing – Stonebroom 
Pavilion 

215.99 

Glendale Grass cutting 504.00 

R Cook Electrical Testing of immersion heater 
- Stonebroom Pavilion 
Repair to lamp column in car 
park - Shirland Village Hall 

96.00 
 

120.00 

PFK Littlejohn External audit 504.00 

Information Commissioner’s Office Data protection fee 52.00 

Drainage 2000 Jetting drains - Stonebroom 
Pavilion 

222.00 
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Cumbria Clock Company Servicing clock at 
Stonebroom 

234.00 

CPRE The Countryside Charity Annual membership 36.00 

Derbyshire County Council Lea Green summer activities 2400.00 

Waterplus ** Stonebroom Pavilion 32.35 

Direct Pumps and Tanks Service ** Remedial works to drainage 
system at Stonebroom 
Pavilion 

4517.36 

LA Landscaping Services ** Burial 499.00 

M Ludlam ** Emptying of drainage 
system at Stonebroom 
Pavilion 

240.00 

Defib Store ** 2 sets of replacement pads 
for defibs 

355.20 

Brian Stone ** Chain and petrol 21.72 

** Late payment, invoice received following publication of the agenda. 
 

Receipts since last meeting:- 
 

Received: Amount (£) 

Interment of ashes 349.00 

Additional memorial inscription 35.00 

Children’s football – Shirland 60.00 

 
The meeting closed at 9.31pm. 


