Shirland and Higham Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held at Shirland Village Hall on Thursday 20" November 2025 at 7pm

Councillors Present: Clir Mike Roe (Chair), Clir Barry Barnes, Clir Anne Brown, ClIr Janice Bush, Clir
Janice Cann, Clir Marg Kimber, ClIr Ritchie Knowles, ClIr Guy Liggett, Clir Geoff Mather, Clir James
Newton, Clir Mark Price and Clir David Williamson.

In Attendance: Helen Dowson (Clerk & RFO) and several members of the public.

01/11/25 To consider accepting apologies for absence:
Apologies were received and accepted from Clir Charlotte Cupit and Clir Paul Parkin.

02/11/25 Declarations of interest from members on any items to be discussed:
Clir B Barnes and Clir D Williamson — Trustees Fidler and Laverack. Clir A Brown and ClIr G Mather —
Shirland Village Hall Management Committee.

03/11/25 To receive and approve requests for dispensations from members on matters in which
they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest:
None.

04/11/25 To determine if any item on the agenda should be with the public excluded:
None.

Variation of business - it was agreed that agenda item 9 would be considered following public
participation.

05/11/25 To consider for approval the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday
16t October 2025:
Clir J Newton proposed and Clir A Brown seconded that the minutes be approved.

Standing orders were suspended to allow members of the public to speak for 25 minutes.

06/11/25 Residents or public questions/comments (A period of not more than 15 minutes is
allocated for members of the public and councillors to comment on any matter relating to the
Parish):
During this agenda item several residents expressed their views regarding the three trees located on
The Triangle at Shirland and the Clerk received a petition containing 952 signatures opposing their
removal.

A resident shared the history of the trees and asked for the Parish Council’s support in placing a
commemorative plaque on The Triangle honouring the Women's Institute members who planted the
trees in 1974. It was agreed to add this request to a future agenda.

The Chair explained that the information being circulated about the Parish Council’s decision is
incorrect. The meeting resolution on the 16th October 2025 was to seek quotes for potential future tree
felling, with no decision made to proceed with the works.

Councillor M Roe presented details regarding the tree species and members of the public had the
opportunity to ask any questions.

Two residents raised concerns about speeding on the A61 through Shirland and Higham. It was agreed
that this issue will be added to the January 2026 agenda.

The Chair of the Mickley Tenants and Residents Association spoke about the increase in anti-social
behaviour in the village and the need for the CCTV system at The Hut to be upgraded. The Chair agreed
that this would be looked into and added to the January 2026 agenda.
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Standing Orders were reinstated.

07/11/25 To consider the adoption of the following policies: Complaints procedure, Dismissal
and Disciplinary, Grievance, Equal Opportunities, Health and Safety, Lone Worker, Press,
Privacy and Business Continuity Plan:

Clir J Newton proposed, Clir M Roe seconded and it was unanimously agreed to adopt the policies.

08/11/25 To consider the meeting dates and locations for 2026:

Clir M Roe proposed and ClIr B Barnes seconded that meetings be held on the third Thursday of each
month except December with the venue alternating between Shirland Village Hall and Stonebroom
Pavilion. A vote was taken with ten Councillors for this action, Clir A Brown and Clir G Mather voted
against.

09/11/25 To consider the maintenance of the trees on Shirland Triangle:
Clir D Williamson proposed, Clir R Knowles seconded and it was unanimously agreed to disregard the
tree felling quotes and seek pollarding quotes for the three trees instead.

Clir A Brown left the meeting table to talk to a member of the public and the Chair repeatedly asked her
to return to her seat.

10/11/25 To consider the installation of a pétanque court at Shirland playing fields:
Clir R Knowles and Clir M Price had previously met with the Hasland Pétanque Club President and
informed Councillors of the court requirements.

Clir M Roe proposed, Clir J Newton seconded and it was unanimously agreed that Clir M Price arranges
a site visit at Shirland with a Hasland club representative before quotes are obtained.

Clir G Liggett left the meeting at 8.05pm.

11/11/25 To consider the installation of village entrance signs:
Clir M Price discussed installing village gateway signs on the A61. ClIr Price mentioned that other
authorities have reported reduced speeding as drivers perceived the road as being narrower.

Clir M Price proposed, Clir M Roe seconded and it was unanimously agreed to obtain further
information.

12/11/25 To consider the publishing of a Parish Council newsletter:
Clir B Barnes praised the work of groups in the parish and highlighted the need for them to be promoted.

Clir D Williamson proposed, Clir M Price seconded and it was unanimously agreed to reconsider a
newsletter once the new website is live. The new website will include space for community group
information.

13/11/25 To consider the quotations received for a replacement boiler at Shirland Village Hall:
To date two quotes have been received, the matter will be discussed following the receipt of a third
quote.

14/11/25 Report from County Councillor:
None.

15/11/25 Reports from District Councillors:
Councillor M Roe stated that he had attended two meetings at North East Derbyshire District Council,
one of which was an extraordinary meeting concerning Wingerworth Lido.

16/11/25 Reports from Councillors on outside bodies and community groups:
Clir B Barnes shared that he was honoured to lay the Parish Council wreath at Stonebroom on
Remembrance Sunday.

Clir Barnes expressed concern about the misinformation given to the public about the trees on The
Triangle and felt that it was an issue that requires passing to the Monitoring Officer.
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Clir A Brown reported that the Christmas gift and craft fair held at Shirland Village Hall went well.
Forthcoming events at the village hall include a children’s disco and a New Years Eve event.

Clir M Kimber reported on the success of the Halloween events at Stonebroom and Mickley. Future
events being organised by the Stonebroom HAF group include the Santa Run, Christmas shoebox
appeal, toy swap and a children’s party.

Clir A Brown mentioned that the Parish Council had purchased the new Christmas tree located in the
grounds of St Leonards Church.

Clir J Cann reported that a Warm Hub is to take place at The Hut at Mickley on Thursday mornings at
11am.

Clir J Newton stated that the Women'’s Institute's crocheted poppy display was very good.
17/11/25 Report from Chair:

Councillor M Roe expressed appreciation to the Hay Hotel as well as all the other volunteers across the
parish who assisted with installing the lamppost poppies. Clir Roe said he would speak to the Hay Hotel
about removing them and welcomed any assistance in taking them down.

Clir Roe mentioned that he was proud to lay the wreath at Shirland on Remembrance Sunday.

Clir Roe spoke about the use of social media and the recent abuse both online and in person that Parish
Councillors have experienced regarding the trees on The Triangle. Clir Roe pointed out that the Parish
Councillors are all volunteers and should be treated with respect.

18/11/25 Report from Clerk:
The Clerk reported that North East Derbyshire District Council has requested an additional plan for the
Stonebroom bench before issuing the licence.

Clir C Cupit is consulting with the Enforcement team at the District Council regarding the former Church
Hall building in Shirland.

The Clerk mentioned that correspondence from CISWO concerning Stonebroom Community Woodland
has not yet been received.

A site meeting has been held at Shirland play area with Abacus to discuss their quote, the quote is now
under revision and will be discussed at a future meeting.

The installation of the Higham bus shelter is scheduled for 5th December 2025.

Ellis, Fermor & Negus Solicitors have advised that they are still awaiting a response from the solicitors
representing the Shirland Village Hall Management Committee regarding the lease renewal.

19/11/25 Dalc Newsletter — November 2025
Previously circulated to Councillors.

20/11/25 Correspondence (previously circulated to Councillors)
- Hourigan Planning-land to the rear of 14A-54 High Street Stonebroom
- Members of the public — concerns regarding the felling of the trees on Shirland Triangle
- British Horse Society volunteer — path through Stonebroom Community Woodland
- Derbyshire County Council — information from the Police and Crime Commissioner
- National Grid — Chesterfield to Willington project update
- North East Derbyshire District Council — Wingerworth Lido consultation
trees on Shirland Triangle
- BBC — trees on Shirland Triangle
- Derbyshire Times — trees on Shirland Triangle
- Network Rail — notification of public meeting, fencing work and track drainage renewal
- Mickley HAF/Community Volunteer Group — CCTV

21/11/25 To consider the following planning applications:
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Application Number: 25/00873/FLH

Proposal: Proposed dropped kerb and driveway
Address: 15A Strettea Lane Higham
To ask for clarification on whether the tree will remain.
Application Number: 25/00885/FL
Proposal: Demolition of existing stable block and construction of two
storey agricultural building and external hardstanding to the
rear
Address: 9 Birkinstyle Lane Shirland
The Parish Council is concerned about the size and massing of the building.
Application Number: 25/00895/FLH & 25/00896/LB
Proposal: Demolition of single storey modern addition to rear, and

alteration and making good of walls exposed by demolition.

Three new windows and one new external door. Stripping and

re-tiling of rear roof slope. New wall next to vehicular access.

Minor internal works including strengthening and stabilisation

of tie beam to roof truss (Conservation Area) (Listed building)
Address: Higham House Main Road Higham

No comments.

22/11/25 To receive the bank reconciliation, bank statements and bills for payment:
Clir M Roe proposed, Clir J Newton seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the bank
reconciliation be accepted.

Clir J Newton proposed, Clir M Roe seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the following
payments be made:

Payee Goods Amount (£)
British Telecom Stonebroom Pavilion:
Broadband 89.80
02 Council mobile 44.92
Smartest Energy Stonebroom Pavilion:
Electricity 246.90
EDF Stonebroom Pavilion:
Gas 32.15
Waterplus Stonebroom Pavilion 95.16
Wages and salaries including | 3 employees — November 3711.36
HMRC December 3164.61
Bike Track BMX track maintenance and 431.50
monthly inspection
Helen Dowson expenses Weebly — Website provider 12.38
Ink 28.99
Cleaning materials 4.29
Cable ties 26.97
Black bags 16.99
Paper towels 13.95
Home working allowance 78.00
Glendale Grass cutting 504.00
Residents and Members of | Grant 300.00
Stonebroom group
Royal British Legion Donation to the poppy appeal 250.00
UK Safety Management Stonebroom Pavilion:
Emergency light service 192.00
Fire alarm service 192.00
Viking Postage stamps, envelopes 95.29
and stationery
LA Landscaping Services Burial 499.00
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Kaydor Signs Signage for Mickley BMX 528.00
track
Receipts since last meeting:-

Received: Amount (£)
Adult football 200.00
Childrens football — Shirland 60.00
Stonebroom 40.00
Interment of ashes 349.00
Memorial applications 184.00
Staffa health — car park rental 400.00
use of pavilion 42.00
Stonebroom HAF group — use of pavilion 120.00

The meeting closed at 8.57 pm.
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