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Shirland and Higham Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 

held at Stonebroom Pavilion on Thursday 19th June 2025 at 7pm 

Councillors Present: Cllr David Williamson (Chair), Cllr Anne Brown, Cllr Janice Bush, Cllr Janice Cann, 
Cllr Marg Kimber, Cllr Ritchie Knowles, Cllr Guy Liggett, Cllr Geoff Mather and Cllr James Newton. 
 
Cllr J Newton joined the meeting at agenda item 9. 
 
In Attendance: Helen Dowson (Clerk & RFO), Cllr Paul Parkin and three members of the public. 
 
01/06/25 To consider accepting apologies for absence: 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Barry Barnes, Cllr Mike Roe and Cllr Charlotte Cupit. 
 
02/06/25 Declarations of interest from members on any items to be discussed:  

Cllr A Brown and Cllr G Mather–Shirland Village Hall Management Committee. Cllr D Williamson- 

Trustee Fidler and Laverack. 

 

03/06/25 To receive and approve requests for dispensations from members on matters in which 

they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest: 

None. 

 

04/06/25 To determine if any item on the agenda should be with the public excluded:  

None. 

 

05/06/25 To consider for approval the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 

15th May 2025: 

Cllr A Brown requested an amendment to be made to the confidential minutes. 

Cllr R Knowles proposed and Cllr J Bush seconded that the minutes be approved.  

 

06/06/25 Residents or public questions/comments (A period of not more than 15 minutes is 

allocated for members of the public and councillors to comment on any matter relating to the 

Parish): 

A representative from the Lea Green Centre addressed the meeting and answered questions about the 

off-site summer activities which are on offer. 

Two new residents of the parish introduced themselves and told the Council about the work they are 

carrying out at their newly acquired property. 

Cllr P Parkin reported that the speed limit signs at Higham will be changed by the end of June 2025. 

 

Cllr A Brown and Cllr G Mather left the room. 

 

07/06/25 To consider the draft lease for Shirland Village Hall: 

Cllr M Kimber proposed and Cllr R Knowles seconded that the draft lease be approved. A vote was 

taken and four Councillors voted in favour of this action and two against. 

 

Cllr A Brown and Cllr G Mather returned to the meeting. 

 

08/06/25 To consider the quotations received for the energy supplies at Stonebroom Pavilion: 

Cllr A Brown proposed, Cllr J Cann seconded and it was unanimously agreed to go with Smartest 

Energy for the electricity and EDF for the gas. If this does not work out then the Parish Council will 

engage with Scottish Power for both services. 

 

09/06/25 To consider the quotations received for the Shirland Christmas tree: 

Cllr G Mather proposed, Cllr A Brown seconded and it was unanimously agreed to place an order with 

Derwent Treescapes. 
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10/06/25 To consider the application received for the use of the football pitch for the 2025/26 

season: 

The Clerk confirmed that the pitch will be used by Stonebroom FC on Saturday mornings. 

 

11/06/25 To consider the information and costings with regards to Lea Green off-site activities: 

Cllr J Newton proposed, Cllr A Brown seconded and it was unanimously agreed to run a pilot scheme 

during this year’s summer holidays. This will be for a number of groups consisting of 12 young people 

and the maximum budget agreed was £3800. Cllr J Cann and Cllr R Knowles are to take the lead with 

this project and will keep the Clerk updated. 

 

12/06/25 To consider issues relating to the Cemetery: 

Cllr A Brown proposed, Cllr J Newton seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the ashes plots in 

the new Cemetery extension will be located near the newly planted area. The Clerk is to look at options 

for the disposal of waste from the Cemetery. 

 

13/06/25 Report from County Councillor: 

Cllr P Parkin confirmed that he is going to contact North East District Council regarding the trees in 

Shirland Churchyard. 

Cllr Parkin is to speak to Derbyshire County Council regarding the progress with the replacement bus 

shelter at Higham. Cllr G Liggett asked Cllr Parkin if he could speak to the highways department 

regarding the widening of the footpath on Main Road Shirland near the junction with Church Street. 

 

14/06/25 Reports from District Councillors: 

No report. 

 

15/06/25 Reports from Councillors on outside bodies and community groups: 

Cllr A Brown reported that a ‘Scarecrow picnic’ event is being held at Shirland Village Hall on the 22nd 

June 2025. Councillors expressed their disappointment in the number of scarecrows that have been 

stolen or damaged this year. 

Cllr G Liggett reported that he has recently attended an event regarding the Local Plan. 

Cllr A Brown mentioned that a consultation event for the Local Plan is taking place at Shirland Village 

Hall on the 4th July 2025. 

Cllr J Cann reported that she has been approached by a number of parents regarding a potential 

skatepark being provided in Stonebroom. Cllr Cann asked Councillors if they would be interested in 

visiting the skatepark in Alfreton. Cllr D Williamson suggested that if Councillors visit any local 

skateparks they take photographs which can be shared by the Clerk. 

 

16/06/25 Report from Chair: 

None. 

 

17/06/25 Report from Clerk: 

The Clerk confirmed that Michelle Green has recently resigned from the Parish Council and therefore 

North East Derbyshire District Council has produced a Notice of Vacancy. 

The annual allotment inspections are due to take place on the 2nd July 2025 and all plot holders have 

been informed of this. 

The Chair and the Clerk are meeting with a play equipment provider at Shirland to discuss the range of 

inclusive play equipment available. 

The Clerk reported that slow progress is being made with regards to inputting information on the new 

website due to her current workload. Cllr J Newton offered to take photographs for inclusion on the new 

site. 

The Clerk spoke about the Defib Awareness event which is being organised by the Tibshelf First 

Responders and it was agreed to hold the session in the autumn. 

 

18/06/25 Correspondence (previously circulated to Councillors) 

- National Grid – Air quality monitoring surveys 
- North East Derbyshire District Council – Call for sites 
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19/06/25 To consider the following planning applications: 

Application Number: 25/00315/FLH 

Proposal: Construction of a dropped kerb and driveway 

Address: 204 Birkinstyle Lane Stonebroom 

 No comments. 
 

Application Number: 25/00414/FL 

Proposal: Change of use from Class E (beer and wine shop) sales to 
micro-pub, enlarge front main door and change of toilet 
facilities to allow for disabled access and minimal internal 
structural changes (Affecting setting of a Listed Building) 

Address: 172 High Street Stonebroom 

 No comments. 
 

Application Number: 25/00434/LB 

Proposal: Section 73 application to vary condition 23 (fire escape and 
railings) of approved planning 23/00397/LB (Conservation 
Area)(Amended Plans)(Amended title)(Further Amended 
Plans) for the proposed wording of condition 23 to be 
replaced regards retention of fire escape whilst structure is 
made good in line with approved drawings/details. 

Address: Crown Inn Main Road Higham 

 No comments. 
 

Application Number: 25/00454/FL 

Proposal: Retrospective application for siting an In Post Parcel Locker 

Address: Mickley Convenience Store Bronte Street Stretton 

No comments. 
 

Application Number: 25/00477/FL 

Proposal: Change of use to Children’s Residential Home 

Address: 67 High Street Stonebroom 

To be considered at the Parish Council meeting in July 2025. 
 

20/06/25 To receive the bank reconciliation, bank statements and bills for payment: 

The bank reconciliation had been circulated prior to the meeting. Cllr J Newton proposed, Cllr R 

Knowles seconded and it was unanimously agreed that it be accepted.  

Cllr J Newton proposed, Cllr R Knowles seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the following 

payments be made: 

Payee Goods Amount (£) 

British Telecom Stonebroom Pavilion: 
Broadband 
Line rental 

 
89.80 

163.52 

O2 Council mobile 44.44 

E-On Stonebroom Pavilion: 
Gas 
Electric 

 
17.14 
64.43 

Wages and salaries 
including HMRC 

3 employees 
 

3071.13 

Bike Track BMX track maintenance and 
monthly inspection  

431.50 

Helen Dowson expenses Weebly – Website provider 
Postage stamps 
Ink 
Printer paper 

12.52 
20.40 
28.99 
23.49 
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Cleaning cloths 
Home working allowance 

11.99 
78.00 

Shelter Maintenance Shelter cleaning 64.84 

Civic Pride Lamppost testing 552.00 

UK Safety Management Call out to fire alarm fault 180.00 

Glendale Grass cutting 
Additional cut of pitch 

504.00 
69.12 

Gallagher Insurance 5662.90 

Shirland Village Hall 
Management Committee 

Grant 300.00 

Waterplus ** Stonebroom Pavilion 32.35 

 
** Late payment, invoice received following publication of the agenda. 
 
Receipts since last meeting:- 
 

 Received:  Amount (£) 

Nelson’s Rides for use of Pavilion and 
Sportsground (includes £250 bond) 

550.00 

Children’s football 20.00 

Allotment fees 825.50 

 
 

Cllr P Parkin left the meeting and the confidential minutes from the last meeting were 
discussed. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.45pm. 


