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Shirland and Higham Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 

held at Shirland Village Hall on Thursday 18th September 2025 at 7pm 

Councillors Present: Cllr James Newton (Vice Chair), Cllr Barry Barnes, Cllr Anne Brown, Cllr Janice 
Bush, Cllr Janice Cann, Cllr Marg Kimber, Cllr Ritchie Knowles, Cllr Guy Liggett, Cllr Geoff Mather, Cllr 
Mark Price and Cllr David Williamson. 
 
In Attendance: Helen Dowson (Clerk & RFO), Cllr Heather Liggett and two members of the public. 
 
01/09/25 To consider accepting apologies for absence: 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Mike Roe, Cllr Charlotte Cupit and Cllr Paul Parkin. 
 
02/09/25 Declarations of interest from members on any items to be discussed:  

Cllr B Barnes - Trustee Fidler and Laverack, Stonebroom HAF group and Stonebroom Volunteer Group. 

Cllr M Kimber – Stonebroom HAF group. Cllr R Knowles – Community of Shirland and Higham group. 

Cllr D Williamson – Trustee Fidler and Laverack. 

 

03/09/25 To receive and approve requests for dispensations from members on matters in which 

they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest: 

None. 

 

04/09/25 To determine if any item on the agenda should be with the public excluded:  

None. 

 

05/09/25 To consider for approval the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 

21st August 2025: 

Minute 16/08/25 is to be amended to read ‘A vote was taken with eight Councillors for this action and 

one against’. 

Cllr A Brown proposed and Cllr R Knowles seconded that following this amendment the minutes be 

approved.  

 

06/09/25 Residents or public questions/comments (A period of not more than 15 minutes is 

allocated for members of the public and councillors to comment on any matter relating to the 

Parish): 

Cllr H Liggett reported as follows: 

The damaged footbridge on Footpath 40 was reported back in July 2025 and Derbyshire County 

Council’s highways department have said it is on the list for repair. 

The group Cllr H Liggett is working with have recently held a site meeting with a Director from Network 

Rail regarding the felling of the trees. Network Rail have admitted they were in the wrong instigating the 

works. A public meeting with representatives from Network Rail is to be held at Santos Higham Farm 

on the 21st November 2025 at 6pm. 

 

A member of the public addressed the meeting on behalf of the British Horse Society regarding the 

permissive bridleway through Stonebroom Community Woodland. The Society would like to see the 

path given permanent bridleway status and would be willing to pay for any new gates or surfacing 

required. It was agreed to add this request to the October 2025 agenda. 

The lady also mentioned the footbridge on Pasture Lane which requires maintenance. Cllr H Liggett 

agreed to find out who is responsible for the bridge. 

Cllr H Liggett agreed to speak to the relevant authorities regarding an abandoned vehicle on Pasture 

Lane and the Japanese Knotweed which is present on Stonebroom Industrial Estate. 

 

Cllr J Bush mentioned that the Higham and Shirland W.I. have asked if they can create a flow of knitted 

poppies from the coal tub on The Triangle. Councillors agreed to this providing that the net is completely 

covered. 
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07/09/25 To consider the adoption of the Grant Awarding policy: 

Cllr A Brown proposed, Cllr D Williamson seconded and it was unanimously agreed to adopt the policy. 

 

08/09/25 To consider the renewal of the subscription to the Society of Local Council Clerks: 

Cllr D Williamson proposed, Cllr M Kimber seconded and it was unanimously agreed to renew the 

subscription. 

 

09/09/25 To consider the quotations received for tree works at Stonebroom Community 
Woodland and Shirland Cemetery: 
A discussion was held regarding the maintenance of the woodland. Cllr A Brown proposed, Cllr D 
Williamson seconded and it was unanimously agreed to place an order with Greg Long. 
 
10/09/25 To consider the use of the S106 monies at Shirland: 

It was agreed to add this to the October 2025 agenda to give Councillors the opportunity to read the 

recent playground inspection reports. 

 

11/09/25 To consider the ordering of wreaths and lamppost poppies from the Royal British 

Legion: 

Cllr R Knowles proposed, Cllr B Barnes seconded and it was unanimously agreed to order twenty five 

lamppost poppies and two wreaths. 

 

Cllr R Knowles left the room. 

 

12/09/25 To consider the grant application received from the Community of Shirland and Higham 

Group: 

Cllr J Newton proposed and Cllr D Williamson seconded that a £300 grant be given. A vote was taken 

with seven Councillors in favour of this action and three against. 

 

Cllr R Knowles returned to the meeting. 

 
13/09/25 Report from County Councillor: 

None. 

 

14/09/25 Reports from District Councillors: 

None. 

 

15/09/25 Reports from Councillors on outside bodies and community groups: 

Cllr B Barnes reported on the success of the HAF programme in Stonebroom and Mickley and the hard 

work which is carried out by the volunteers. Cllr Barnes mentioned that the two groups were runners up 

in the recent King’s Awards. 

Cllr M Kimber mentioned that a ‘Halloween on The Green’ event is to take place in Stonebroom. 

Cllr A Brown reported that a Fun Dog Show held at the village hall went well despite the weather. 

Cllr B Barnes suggested that the Parish Council prepares a newsletter to promote the Parish and the 

community groups. It was agreed to add this to the October 2025 agenda. 

 

16/09/25 Report from Chair: 

None. 

 

17/09/25 Report from Clerk: 

The Clerk reported that the works to the drainage pump at Stonebroom Pavilion are complete and a 

service will be arranged for March 2026. 

No updates have been received on the Higham bus shelter and the Stonebroom bench despite the 

Clerk regularly chasing with the appropriate authorities. 

The Clerk reported that Paul Shardlow has agreed to do the grit bins again this winter and Councillors 

agreed to go ahead with this. 
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18/09/25 Dalc Newsletter – September 2025 
Previously circulated to Councillors. 

19/09/25 Correspondence (previously circulated to Councillors) 

             - Resident regarding Stonebroom football pitch. 
 - Residents regarding Stonebroom Community Woodland. 
 - Clay Cross Safer Neighbourhood Team regarding funding. 
 
20/09/25 To consider any planning applications received after the publication of the agenda: 

No applications received. 

21/09/25 To receive the bank reconciliation, bank statements and bills for payment: 
Cllr J Newton proposed, Cllr D Wiliamson seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the bank 
reconciliation be accepted. 
 
Cllr D Williamson proposed, Cllr A Brown seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the following 

payments be made: 

Payee Goods Amount (£) 

British Telecom Stonebroom Pavilion: 
Broadband 
Phone line 

 
89.80 

160.31 

O2 Council mobile 44.44 

E-On Stonebroom Pavilion: 
Gas 

 
9.62 

EDF Stonebroom Pavilion: 
Gas 

 
7.09 

Wages and salaries including 
HMRC 

3 employees 
 

3164.61 

Bike Track BMX track maintenance and 
monthly inspection  

431.50 

Helen Dowson expenses Weebly – Website provider 
Ink 
Postage stamps 
Home working allowance 

12.22 
28.99 
43.50 
78.00 

Glendale Grass cutting 
Weedspraying 

504.00 
161.64 

The Play Inspection Company Annual play area inspections 455.76 

CSE Crosscom Replacement CCTV camera at 
Stonebroom Sportsground 

670.80 

Cardinus Building valuations 360.00 

North East Derbyshire District 
Council 

Rent for land at Mickley 
Litter bin and dog bin emptying 
2025/26 

1.00 
8336.03 

UK Safety Management ** Replacement smoke detector at 
Stonebroom Pavilion 

450.00 

Waterplus ** Stonebroom Pavilion 32.35 

Paul Shardlow ** Hedge cutting at Stonebroom 
Sportsground 

240.00 

Gallagher ** Additional insurance premium 656.28 

 
** Late payment, invoice received following publication of the agenda. 

 
Receipts since last meeting:- 
 

Received:  Amount (£) 

Adult football 320.00 

Burial 999.00 

 

The meeting closed at 8.25 pm. 


