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Shirland and Higham Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 

held at Shirland Village Hall on Thursday 17th July 2025 at 7pm 

Councillors Present: Cllr Mike Roe (Chair), Cllr Barry Barnes, Cllr Anne Brown, Cllr Janice Bush, Cllr 
Marg Kimber, Cllr Ritchie Knowles, Cllr Geoff Mather and Cllr David Williamson. 
 
In Attendance: Helen Dowson (Clerk & RFO) and one member of the public. 
 
01/07/25 To consider accepting apologies for absence: 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Janice Cann, Cllr James Newton, Cllr Charlotte Cupit 
and Cllr Paul Parkin. 
 
02/07/25 Declarations of interest from members on any items to be discussed:  

Cllr B Barnes - Trustee Fidler and Laverack and Stonebroom HAF group. Cllr M Kimber – Stonebroom 

HAF group. Cllr D Williamson – Trustee Fidler and Laverack. 

 

03/07/25 To receive and approve requests for dispensations from members on matters in which 

they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest: 

None. 

 

04/07/25 To determine if any item on the agenda should be with the public excluded:  

None. 

 

05/07/25 To consider for approval the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 

19th June 2025: 

Cllr J Bush proposed and Cllr M Kimber seconded that the minutes be approved.  

 

06/07/25 Residents or public questions/comments (A period of not more than 15 minutes is 

allocated for members of the public and councillors to comment on any matter relating to the 

Parish): 

A member of the public reported that the tennis court area at Stonebroom needs strimming and 

sweeping. 

Cllr B Barnes spoke about the cutting of the hedges and the spraying of the weeds at Stonebroom 

Sportsground. 

Cllr Barnes mentioned that he has been approached regarding a request previously received for a 

pétanque court to be installed within the Parish. It was agreed that this will be discussed on the next 

agenda along with the use of the S106 monies available for Shirland. 

 

07/07/25 To consider the Parish Councillor vacancy: 

The Clerk reported that no election had been called. Cllr M Roe proposed, Cllr A Brown seconded and 

it was unanimously agreed to advertise the vacancy with a closing date of 14th August 2025. 

 

08/07/25 To consider the disposal of waste from the Cemetery: 

Cllr R Knowles agreed to make enquiries about the emptying of a skip if purchased by the Parish 

Council. 

 

09/07/25 To consider the application received from Alfreton Town Juniors (Lionesses) Football 

Club for use of the Shirland football pitch: 

Cllr M Roe proposed, Cllr A Brown seconded and it was unanimously agreed to allow the use of the 

pitch at a cost of £20 per match. 

 

10/07/25 To consider the works required to the roof at Shirland Village Hall: 

It was agreed that a surveyor is needed to look at the work required and produce a specification. The 

Clerk is to contact North East Derbyshire District Council and Derbyshire County Council to see whether 

they can assist. 
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11/07/25 To consider feedback from the recent allotment inspections: 

The Clerk provided feedback on the inspections which were carried out on the 2nd July 2025. 

Cllr M Roe proposed, Cllr A Brown seconded and it was unanimously agreed to order trophies to be 

presented to the award winners at the August 2025 meeting. 

 

12/07/25 To consider the charge to Staffa Health for the use of the car park: 

Cllr M Roe proposed, Cllr D Williamson seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the charge for 

2025/26 will be £400. 

 

13/07/25 Report from County Councillor: 

No report. 

 

14/07/25 Reports from District Councillors: 

Cllr M Roe stated that following the meeting of the Full Council there was nothing to report which 

affected the Parish. 

 

15/07/25 Reports from Councillors on outside bodies and community groups: 

Cllr A Brown reported that the ‘Scarecrow picnic’ event went well and that a fun dog show is being held 

at the Village Hall on the 31st August 2025.  

 

16/07/25 Report from Chair: 

The Chair expressed his disappointment with the poor attitude and motivation of both the District and 

County Councils. 

Cllr Roe mentioned his frustration with North East Derbyshire District Council with regards to the 

proposed bench at Stonebroom and the lack of progress from Derbyshire County Council regarding the 

replacement bus shelter at Higham. 

The Chair reported that Cllr B Barnes is investigating reports of a night time disturbance at Stonebroom 

Community Woodland. Cllr Barnes was asked to report back to the August 2025 meeting. 

The Chair thanked Cllr J Cann and Cllr R Knowles for all their help with organising the summer outdoor 

activity programme. 

 

17/07/25 Report from Clerk: 

The Clerk reported that the Stonebroom HAF group had asked if they could put a freezer in the kitchen 

at the pavilion for use in the summer holidays and Councillors agreed to this. 

A request had been received for the installation of a water supply at the new Mickley allotment site. Due 

to the cost involved this is not something that the Parish Council will be considering. 

The Clerk reported that there has been an increase in anti-social behaviour at Stonebroom Pavilion and 

Sportsground with damage caused to Parish Council equipment and property. All incidents have been 

reported to the Police and they have now requested the CCTV footage. The Caretaker has been asked 

to report any future incidents directly to the Police. 

The Clerk reported that she had approached the company recommended by North East Derbyshire 

District Council for a quote for the supply and installation of the Stonebroom bench. 

The Clerk mentioned that the Groundsman has done an excellent job weeding the planted area at the 

Cemetery extension and this is an additional task he will continue doing. 

Rykneld Homes had asked about the possibility of planting trees at the bike track site in Mickley, 

Councillors agreed that this would not be a good idea. 

 

18/07/25 Dalc Newsletter – June 2025 
Previously circulated to Councillors. 

19/07/25 Correspondence (previously circulated to Councillors) 

               - North East Derbyshire District Council – Tree and hedgerow planting 
       -  Local plan Consultation 
   - National Grid – Chesterfield to Willington land referencing site notices 

  - Public Perspectives – Changes to Councils in Derby and Derbyshire 
  - Bolsover District Council – Call for Sites Refresh 2025 
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  - Resident – Stonebroom Sportsground 
  - Derbyshire County Council – Community Insights survey 
 

20/07/25 To consider the following planning applications: 

Application Number: 25/00477/FL 

Proposal: Change of use to Children’s Residential Home 

Address: 67 High Street Stonebroom 

 No comments. 
 

Application Number: 25/00493/LB 

Proposal: Section 73 application to vary condition 13 of approved planning 
23/00397/LB to vary the wording of condition 13 

Address: Crown Inn Main Road Higham 

No comments. 
 

Application Number: 25/00574/LB 

Proposal: Section 73 application to vary condition 3 (b) and 3 (c) of approved 
planning 23/00397/LB to amend wording of condition 3 

Address: Crown Inn Main Road Higham 

 No comments. 
 

Application Number: 25/00508/FLH 

Proposal: Proposed single storey wrap around extension and loft conversion 
with rear dormer and Juliette balcony 

Address: 14 St Leonards Place Shirland 

No comments. 
 

Application Number: 25/00514/FLH 

Proposal: Dormer loft conversion and alterations to provide bedroom and 
shower room 

Address: 75 High Street Stonebroom 

 No comments. 
 

Application Number: 25/00545/TPO 

Proposal: Application to fell 1 x Sycamore tree covered by NEDDC TPO 145 

Address: Danesmoor Farm House Mickley Lane Stretton 

 No comments. 
 

Application Number: 23/00947/RM 

Proposal: Approval of reserved matters details of the appearance, 
landscaping, layout and scale in relation to outline approval 
APP/R1038/W/20/3259758 for the development of 90 dwellings 
(Major Development) 

Address: Land to the South of Hallfieldgate Lane Shirland 

No comments. 
 

Application Number: 25/00336/TPO 

Proposal: Application to prune x 1 Sycamore covered by NEDDC TPO 145 

Address: 1 Well Lane Higham 

No comments. 
 

Application Number: 25/00544/FLH 

Proposal: Installation of solar panels (Affecting the setting of a Listed Building) 
(Conservation Area) 

Address: Blue Horizon Main Road Higham 

No comments. 

Application Number: 25/00537/HHC 

Proposal: Application for determination of a high hedges complaint  

Address: 26A Garden House Hallfieldgate Lane Shirland 

 No comments. 

 

21/07/25 To receive the bank reconciliation, bank balances, first quarter budget monitoring 
report, bank statements and bills for payment: 
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The Clerk read out the bank balances as of 30th June 2025: 
 
NatWest Current account £1499.00 
NatWest Reserve account £36398.35 
NS&I account - £93426.34 
 
The Chair confirmed that the bank balances recorded on the bank reconciliation matched the ones on 
the bank statements. 
 
Cllr R Knowles proposed, Cllr A Brown seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the bank 
reconciliation and the budget monitoring report be accepted. 
 

Cllr A Brown proposed, Cllr B Barnes seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the following 

payments be made: 

Payee Goods Amount (£) 

British Telecom Stonebroom Pavilion: 
Broadband 

 
89.80 

O2 Council mobile 45.40 

E-On Stonebroom Pavilion: 
Gas 
Electric 

 
14.62 
61.08 

Wages and salaries including 
HMRC 

3 employees 
 

3071.13 

Helen Dowson expenses Ink 
Postage stamps 
Weebly (website provider) 
McAfee virus protection (2 
years) 

28.99 
27.20 
27.19 
59.99 

Kestrel QAS Ltd (Scott Keegan) Legionnaires risk assessment – 
Stonebroom Pavilion 

150.00 

UK Safety Management Fire extinguisher servicing - 
Stonebroom Pavilion 

106.80 

Plantscape Hanging baskets 4767.60 

Glendale Grass cutting 504.00 

LA Landscaping Services Burial and three ashes 
interments 

946.00 

Brian Stone  Petrol 13.21 

David Williamson Weedkiller 87.37 

Waterplus ** Stonebroom Pavilion 31.85 

Paul Shardlow ** Topping of Mickley allotment 
field 

312.00 

Rob Vann ** Replacement drain covers and 
refix seat at Stonebroom 
Pavilion 

80.00 

CSE Crosscom ** Refit vandalised CCTV camera 390.00 

Bike Track ** Mickley BMX track inspection 
and maintenance 

431.50 

Nelson’s Rides and 
Attractions** 

Refund of bond 250.00 

 
** Late payment, invoice received following publication of the agenda. 
 

Receipts since last meeting:- 
 

Received:  Amount (£) 

Ashes interments 798.00 

Burial 999.00 

Allotment fees 82.50 

Adult football  50.00 

Children’s football 40.00 

 
The meeting closed at 8.41pm. 


