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Shirland and Higham Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 

held at Stonebroom Pavilion on Thursday 17th April 2025 at 7.00pm 

Councillors Present: Cllr Mike Roe (Chair), Cllr Barry Barnes, Cllr Anne Brown, Cllr Janice Bush, Cllr 
Janice Cann, Cllr Marg Kimber, Cllr Ritchie Knowles, Cllr Geoff Mather, Cllr James Newton and Cllr 
David Williamson. 
 
In Attendance: Helen Dowson (Clerk & RFO) and one member of the public. 
 
01/04/25  To consider accepting apologies for absence: 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr M Green, Cllr C Cupit and Cllr B Lewis. 
 
02/04/25 Declarations of interest from members on any items to be discussed:  

Cllr M Kimber-Stonebroom HAF Group. Cllr B Barnes–Stonebroom HAF Group, Stonebroom Food 

Pantry and trustee Fidler and Laverack. Cllr D Williamson–trustee Fidler and Laverack. 

 

03/04/25 To receive and approve requests for dispensations from members on matters in which 

they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest: 

None. 

 

04/04/25 To determine if any item on the agenda should be with the public excluded:  

None. 

 

05/04/25 To consider for approval the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 

20th March 2025: 

Cllr J Newton proposed and Cllr A Brown seconded that the minutes be approved. 

 

06/04/25 Residents or public questions/comments (A period of not more than 15 minutes is 

allocated for members of the public and councillors to comment on any matter relating to the 

Parish): 

Cllr J Cann reported that a resident had spoken to her regarding the possibility of more inclusive play 

equipment being provided at Shirland. It was agreed that the options available would be looked at and 

this would then be added to a future agenda. 

Cllr Cann spoke about the outdoor activities on offer at Lea Green. It was decided that this would be 

discussed in more detail at the meeting in May 2025. 

Cllr A Brown informed the meeting that she had been seeking advice regarding an incident at 

Stonebroom Community Woodland and requested that this be added to the May 2025 agenda. 

Cllr B Barnes complimented the recent grass cutting carried out by Glendale at Stonebroom 

Sportsground.  

Cllr Barnes mentioned that the Easter event held at Stonebroom Community Woodland had been very 

successful and well attended. 

Cllr Barnes reported that he has obtained a number of ‘no littering’ and ‘no speeding’ signs from Rykneld 

Homes for use in the Parish. 

Councillors spoke about problems with vehicles parking on the footway outside the shops on The Green 

at Stonebroom and the litterbin at the same location which is often overflowing. The Clerk to report the 

bin to North East Derbyshire District Council. 

Cllr G Mather mentioned an issue with the football pitch at Shirland which the Chair agreed to look at. 

 

07/04/25 To consider the service level agreement with North East Derbyshire District Council for 

dog bin and litter bin emptying: 

Cllr R Knowles proposed, Cllr J Newton seconded and it was unanimously agreed to accept and sign 

the agreement. 

 

Cllr J Bush joined the meeting at 7.25pm. 
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08/04/25 To consider the requests for the use of the football pitch for the 2025/26 season: 

Cllr M Kimber proposed, Cllr A Brown seconded and it was unanimously agreed to allow Tupton Tap 

FC to use the pitch. 

 

09/04/25 Report from County Councillors: 

None. 

 

10/04/25  Reports from District Councillors: 

None. 

 

11/04/25 Reports from Councillors on outside bodies and community groups: 

Cllr R Knowles reported that the Barn Dance organised by the Community of Shirland and Higham 

group was very well attended. 

Cllr A Brown mentioned that the AGM had recently been held at Shirland Village Hall and another 

member had joined the committee. 

A VE Day Celebration Dance is to be held at the Village Hall on Saturday 10th May and the Scarecrow 

Festival is to be held in June.  

Cllr G Mather reported that a recent craft fayre held at the Village Hall had not been very well attended 

but it is hoped that with further advertising similar future events will prove more successful.  

Cllr J Newton spoke about a recent Soccer Camp which had been held at Somercotes that was attended 

by children from the Parish. Parents have asked the organisers about the possibility of future events 

being organised within the Parish. 

Cllr A Brown reported that the Alfreton Lionesses FC have requested to use the pitch at Shirland Playing 

Fields. 

Cllr J Newton spoke about his involvement with Derbyshire United which is a charity football team with 

players from the Parish. 

Councillors spoke about the possibility of a Parish Council newsletter in the future.  

 

12/04/25 Report from Chair: 

Cllr M Roe requested that all keys for the pavilion are returned now that the new lock has been installed. 

Cllr Roe mentioned the saplings that have been taken from Shirland Playing Fields. 

 

13/04/25 Report from Clerk: 

The Clerk spoke about changes to the National Living Wage and to employers National Insurance 

contributions. 

 

14/04/25 Dalc Newsletter – April 2025: 

Previously circulated to Councillors. 

15/04/25 Correspondence (previously circulated to Councillors): 

- Resident-Stonebroom Community Woodland 
- North East Derbyshire District Council-Consultation Tennyson Street Mickley play area  
                                                                Strategic Flood Risk Assessment 
- Derbyshire County Council-Council Plan 2025-29  
 
16/04/25 To consider the following planning applications: 

Application Number: 24/00957/FL 

Proposal: Conversion of former cowshed to a two bedroomed dwelling 
(package treatment plan) (Affecting setting of a Listed 
Building) 

Address: Combine House Bumpmill Lane Shirland  

 No comments. 
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17/04/25 To receive the bank reconciliation, bank statements, final budget monitoring report 

2024/25 and bills for payment: 

The bank reconciliation and the budget monitoring report had been circulated prior to the meeting. Cllr 

A Brown proposed, Cllr M Roe seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the documents be 

accepted.  

The Clerk mentioned that the amount due to the Derbyshire Association of Local Councils was £1101.52 

and not £745.88 as listed on the agenda. 

Cllr D Williamson proposed, Cllr A Brown seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the following 

payments be made:  

Payee Goods Amount (£) 

British Telecom Stonebroom Pavilion: 
Broadband 

 
84.38 

O2 Council mobile 47.34 

E-On Stonebroom Pavilion: 
Gas 
Electric 

 
69.27 
51.56 

Wages and salaries including 
HMRC 

3 employees 
 

3071.13 

Bike Track BMX track maintenance and 
monthly inspection  

431.50 

Helen Dowson expenses Weebly – Website provider 
Postage stamps 
Printer 
Ink 
Stationery 

12.76 
27.20 

126.94 
25.49 
53.43 

Shelter Maintenance Shelter cleaning 58.94 

LA Landscaping Services Interment of ashes and burial 648.00 

Cuttlefish Email account and email 
domain 

128.89 

Derbyshire Association of Local 
Councils 

Annual subscription 1101.52 

North East Derbyshire District 
Council 

Pumping station maintenance 
at Shirland Village Hall 
Replacement dog bin-Shirland 
Trade waste-Stonebroom 
Pavilion  
Installation of new litter bin-
Shirland playing fields 
Emptying of 2 new litterbins – 
24/25 

591.78 
 

192.32 
183.82 

 
435.49 

 
367.63 

Peak and Northern Footpaths 
Society 

Annual membership 30.00 

Stonebroom Community 
Volunteer Group 

Grant 300.00 

Mickley Community Volunteer 
Group 

Grant 300.00 

Waterplus ** Stonebroom Pavilion 26.13 

 
** Late payment, invoice received after publication of the agenda. 
 
Receipts since last meeting:- 

Received:  Amount (£) 

Memorial applications 70.00 

Burial/interment of ashes 1548.00 

 
The meeting closed at 8.53pm. 


