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Shirland and Higham Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 

held at Stonebroom Pavilion on Thursday 16th October 2025 at 7pm 

Councillors Present: Cllr James Newton (Vice Chair), Cllr Anne Brown, Cllr Janice Bush, Cllr Marg 
Kimber, Cllr Ritchie Knowles, Cllr Guy Liggett, Cllr Geoff Mather, Cllr Mark Price and Cllr David 
Williamson. 
 
In Attendance: Helen Dowson (Clerk & RFO) and three members of the public. 
 
01/10/25 To consider accepting apologies for absence: 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Barry Barnes, Cllr Janice Cann, Cllr Mike Roe, Cllr 
Charlotte Cupit and Cllr Paul Parkin. 
 
02/10/25 Declarations of interest from members on any items to be discussed:  

Cllr M Kimber – Stonebroom HAF group. Cllr D Williamson – Trustee Fidler and Laverack. 

 

03/10/25 To receive and approve requests for dispensations from members on matters in which 

they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest: 

None. 

 

04/10/25 To determine if any item on the agenda should be with the public excluded:  

None. 

 

05/10/25 To consider for approval the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 

18th September 2025: 

Cllr A Brown proposed and Cllr M Kimber seconded that the minutes be approved.  

 

06/10/25 Residents or public questions/comments (A period of not more than 15 minutes is 

allocated for members of the public and councillors to comment on any matter relating to the 

Parish): 

A volunteer from the British Horse Society addressed the meeting regarding the need to improve off- 

road access for horses and their riders. The society and local riders are keen for the path through 

Stonebroom Community Woodland to be upgraded and given official bridleway status. 

Cllr M Kimber spoke about a noise complaint regarding grass or hedge cutting on Stonebroom 

Sportsground. The Clerk stated that she would look into this but did not think this was due to any works 

taking place on Parish Council land. 

 

Cllr G Liggett joined the meeting at 7.20pm. 

 

07/10/25 To consider the grant application received from the Residents and Members of 

Stonebroom group: 

Cllr D Williamson proposed, Cllr A Brown seconded and it was unanimously agreed to award a grant of 

£300. 

 

08/10/25 To consider the Fidler and Laverack tenancy for land on Mickley Lane: 

Cllr R Knowles proposed, Cllr M Price seconded and it was unanimously agreed to extend the tenancy 

for a period of five years at a cost of £110 per annum. 

 

09/10/25 To consider the use of the S106 monies at Shirland: 
A discussion was held regarding the recent play inspection report and the quotes received for new 

equipment and surfacing. The possibility of installing a pétanque court was also discussed and Cllr M 

Price agreed to conduct some research regarding the requirements for a court. 

Cllr M Price proposed, Cllr R Knowles seconded and it was unanimously agreed to place the following 

orders: 

Sutcliffe Play - new roundabout and an interpretation panel. 
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Abacus Playgrounds - installation of mulch surfacing under the existing play equipment. 

 

10/10/25 To consider the publishing of a Parish Council newsletter: 

To be discussed at the meeting in November 2025. 

 

11/10/25 To consider the maintenance of the trees on The Triangle at Shirland: 

A discussion was held regarding the trees on the area and potential future planting. Cllr D Williamson 

proposed and Cllr G Liggett seconded that quotes be obtained for the felling of the three existing trees. 

A vote was taken with five councillors for this action and two against, Cllr R Knowles and Cllr M Price 

chose to abstain. 

 

12/10/25 To consider the Parish Council’s role with regards to the Stonebroom Community 

Woodland: 

A lengthy discussion was held regarding the maintenance and the use of the area. Cllr J Newton 

proposed and Cllr A Brown seconded that the Clerk writes to CISWO asking if they would be willing to 

make any financial contribution towards the maintenance of the woodland, this decision was unanimous 

with the exception of Cllr M Price who chose to abstain. 

 

13/10/25 To consider the status of the bridleway at Stonebroom Community Woodland: 
Cllr A Brown proposed, Cllr M Price seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the Clerk writes to 
CISWO regarding the request to upgrade the path through the woodland. 
 
14/10/25 Report from County Councillor: 

None. 

 

15/10/25 Reports from District Councillors: 

None. 

 

16/10/25 Reports from Councillors on outside bodies and community groups: 

Cllr A Brown spoke about the need for a new boiler at Shirland Village Hall. Cllr R Knowles agreed to 

try and obtain further quotes before discussion at the meeting in November 2025. 

 

17/10/25 Report from Chair: 

None. 

 

18/10/25 Report from Clerk: 

The annual memorial testing is to be carried out- by the Chair and the Clerk at the end of October 2025. 

North East Derbyshire District Council are preparing a quote for the spraying of the Himalayan Balsam 

present at Stonebroom Community Woodland. 

Walls Coals and Skip Hire have reported a tree on the boundary of their property and Shirland Village 

Hall that requires attention. 

Ellis-Fermor and Negus Solicitors are awaiting a response from the Village Hall Management 

Committee’s solicitors regarding the lease. 

 

19/10/25 Dalc Newsletter – October 2025 
Previously circulated to Councillors. 

20/10/25 Correspondence (previously circulated to Councillors) 

             - Stonebroom Community Hub-Halloween Woodland Walk 
 
21/10/25 To consider the following planning applications: 

Application Number: 25/00731/FLH 

Proposal: Dormer extensions to the first floor, garage extension and 
conversion 

Address: 30 Strettea Lane Higham 

 No comments. 
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Application Number: 25/00779/FLH 

Proposal: Change of use of existing garage/store to habitable ancillary 
accommodation 

Address: Park Lane House Park Lane Shirland 

 No comments. 

22/10/25 To receive the bank reconciliation, bank statements, 2nd quarter budget monitoring 
report, bank balances and bills for payment: 
 
Cllr R Knowles proposed, Cllr D Williamson seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the bank 
reconciliation and the budget monitoring report be accepted. 
 
The Clerk confirmed the bank balances as at 30.09.2025: 
 
Natwest Current Account - £500.00 
Natwest Reserve Account - £57475.62 
NS&I Account - £93426.34 
 
Cllr R Knowles proposed, Cllr G Mather seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the following 

payments be made: 

Payee Goods Amount (£) 

British Telecom Stonebroom Pavilion: 
Broadband 

 
89.80 

O2 Council mobile 44.44 

E-On Stonebroom Pavilion: 
Electricity – Final invoice 

99.47 

EDF Stonebroom Pavilion: 
Gas 

 
11.79 

Smartest Energy Stonebroom Pavilion: 
Electricity 

 
79.89 

Wages and salaries 
including HMRC 

3 employees 
 

3164.61 

LA Landscaping Services Topping up of graves 
Interment of ashes 

744.00 
149.00 

Bike Track BMX track maintenance and 
monthly inspection  

431.50 

Helen Dowson expenses Weebly – Website provider 
Ink 
Wreaths and lamppost 
poppies 
Printer paper 

12.18 
28.99 

164.98 
 

21.55 

Glendale Grass cutting 504.00 

The Community of Shirland 
and Higham group 

Grant 300.00 

North East Derbyshire DC Trade waste collection: 
Stonebroom Pavilion 

183.82 

Paul Shardlow Filing of grit bins 456.00 

Defib Store Replacement cabinet for 
defib at Shirland Welfare 

526.80 

Markovitz Rock salt 245.59 

Shelter Maintenance Shelter cleaning 64.84 

JD Lane and Sons Fitting vents at Shirland 
Village Hall 

132.00 

Rob Vann Work to drainage cover at 
Stonebroom Pavilion 

100.00 



2132 

 

Society of Local Council 
Clerks 

Membership fee 2025/26 240.00 

B Burnell Sold back the Rights of 
Burial 

500.00 

LA Landscaping Services ** Interment of ashes 149.00 

Rob Cook Electrical ** Christmas trees and lights 
Replacement light at 
Stonebroom Pavilion 

£3564.00 
£132.00 

 
** Late payment, invoice received following publication of the agenda. 

 
Receipts since last meeting:- 
 

Received:  Amount (£) 

Children’s football 40.00 

Wayleave payment – National Grid 17.73 

Ashes interment 349.00 

Staffa Health-use of Pavilion 42.00 

Memorial application 99.00 

 
The meeting closed at 8.55 pm. 


