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Shirland and Higham Parish Council 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting 

held at Shirland Village Hall on Thursday 15th May 2025 at 7pm 

Councillors Present: Cllr Mike Roe (Chair), Cllr Barry Barnes, Cllr Anne Brown, Cllr Janice Bush, Cllr 
Janice Cann, Cllr Ritchie Knowles, Cllr Guy Liggett, Cllr Geoff Mather and Cllr James Newton. 
 
In Attendance: Helen Dowson (Clerk & RFO) and Cllr Paul Parkin. 
 
01/05/25 Appointment of Chair and the signing of the Declaration of Acceptance: 
Cllr Mike Roe was elected as Chair and the Declaration of Acceptance was completed. 
 
02/05/25 Appointment of Vice Chair and the signing of the Declaration of Acceptance: 
Cllr James Newton was elected as Vice Chair and the Declaration of Acceptance was completed. 
 
03/05/25 To consider accepting apologies for absence: 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Michelle Green, Cllr Marg Kimber, Cllr David 
Williamson and Cllr Charlotte Cupit. 
 
04/05/25 Declarations of interest from members on any items to be discussed:  

Cllr A Brown and Cllr G Mather – Shirland Village Hall Management Committee. Cllr B Barnes -

Stonebroom Community Volunteer Group, Stonebroom HAF and Trustee Fidler and Laverack. 

 

05/05/25 To receive and approve requests for dispensations from members on matters in which 

they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest: 

None. 

 

06/05/25 To determine if any item on the agenda should be with the public excluded:  

It was agreed that agenda item 18 would be moved to confidential. 

 

07/05/25 To consider for approval the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 

17th April 2025: 

Cllr J Newton proposed and Cllr R Knowles seconded that the minutes be approved.  

 

08/05/25 Residents or public questions/comments (A period of not more than 15 minutes is 

allocated for members of the public and councillors to comment on any matter relating to the 

Parish): 

Cllr Paul Parkin, the new Derbyshire County Council member introduced himself and encouraged all 

Councillors to contact him regarding any issues. Cllr Parkin confirmed that the Fox Hollies estate has 

recently been adopted. 

The Chair thanked Cllr Parkin for attending and said he would be welcome to attend any future 

meetings. 

Cllr G Mather reported that several roof tiles need replacing at Shirland Village Hall.  

Cllr J Bush mentioned that the vintage sign at the end of Hallfieldgate Lane has been renovated and 

reinstalled and looks tremendous. 

Cllr R Knowles spoke about the ongoing issues with anti-social behaviour at Stonebroom Sportsground 

and the viewing of the CCTV system. 

 

09/05/25 To confirm that the Parish Council meets the eligibility criteria to use the General Power 

of Competence: 

With all criteria being met Cllr M Roe proposed, Cllr A Brown seconded and it was unanimously agreed 

to retain the General Power of Competence. 

 

10/05/25 To consider reviewing the bank signatories: 

Cllr R Knowles proposed, Cllr M Roe seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the list of authorised 

signatories will remain the same. 
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11/05/25 To consider and approval the insurance renewal: 

Cllr J Newton proposed, Cllr A Brown seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the insurance be 

renewed with Hiscox Insurance Company Ltd. 

 

12/05/25 To consider the internal audit report: 

This had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting. Cllr A Brown proposed, Cllr J Cann 

seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the report be accepted. 

 

13/05/25 To consider and approve the Annual Governance Statement 2024/25: 

The Clerk read the statement to Councillors. Cllr A Brown proposed, Cllr B Barnes seconded and it was 

unanimously agreed that the statement be approved. The Chair and the Clerk signed the statement. 

 

14/05/25 To consider and approve the Accounting Statement 2024/25: 

Cllr A Brown proposed, Cllr M Roe seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the statement be 

approved. The Chair and the Clerk signed the statement. 

 

15/05/25 To consider the renewal of the subscription to the Institute of Cemetery and 

Crematorium Management: 

Cllr B Barnes proposed, Cllr J Newton seconded and it was unanimously agreed to renew the 

subscription. 

 

16/05/25 To consider the information and costings with regards to Lea Green off-site activities: 

Cllr J Cann is to arrange for a representative from Lea Green to attend the June 2025 meeting. 

 

17/05/25 To consider the installation of fencing at Stonebroom Community Woodland: 

A lengthy discussion was held with regards to allowing the completion of the fencing. A vote was taken 

which Cllr B Barnes abstained from. Four Councillors were in favour of the fence being completed and 

four Councillors were against. The Chair used his casting vote and voted in favour. Cllr B Barnes is to 

ensure that the group provide an up to date insurance certificate and ensure that the good side of the 

fence faces the properties. 

 

18/05/25 To consider the recent incident at Stonebroom Community Woodland: 

Moved to confidential. 

 

Cllr A Brown and Cllr G Mather left the room. 

 

19/05/25 To consider the draft lease for Shirland Village Hall: 

The Clerk is to arrange for the Solicitor to make the necessary amendments to the draft prior to 

discussion at the June 2025 meeting. 

 

20/05/25 To consider the grant application received from the Shirland Village Hall Management 

Committee: 

Cllr M Roe proposed, Cllr J Newton seconded and it was unanimously agreed to award a grant of £300. 

 

Cllr A Brown and Cllr G Mather returned to the meeting. 

 

21/05/25 Report from County Councillor: 

Cllr P Parkin had nothing further to report. 

 

22/05/25 Reports from District Councillors: 

No report. 

 

23/05/25 Reports from Councillors on outside bodies and community groups: 

Cllr A Brown reported on the recent successful VE Day events held at Shirland Village Hall. 
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Bingo is held at the Village Hall on Thursday evenings with the exception of the third Thursday of each 

month. 

The Annual Scarecrow Festival is to take place on the 22 June 2025 and residents are being 

encouraged to display their scarecrows prior to this. 

Cllr B Barnes mentioned that the VE Day Celebration event in Stonebroom had been a success. 

Cllr J Cann reported that the Stonebroom Food Pantry had now closed. The Chair and the Vice-Chair 

thanked Cllr J Cann for all the hard work that has been done to provide this facility for residents. 

Cllr J Newton mentioned that he had recently played in a charity football match which raised £2700 for 

a young girl to go to Disneyland. 

A future newsletter for the Parish was discussed. 

 

24/05/25 Report from Chair: 

Cllr M Roe apologised that he had been unable to attend any of the VE Day events held in the Parish. 

Cllr Roe stated that he had been saddened to hear about the closure of Stonebroom Food Pantry. 

 

25/05/25 Report from Clerk: 

The Clerk reported that a member of the public had enquired about Stonebroom Sportsground gates 

being left open in the daytime. It was agreed that for security reasons they are only open when a football 

match or an event is taking place. 

The Manager of the White House Nursery at Shirland has enquired about the use of parking spaces at 

the Village Hall. The Clerk is to ask the lady to contact the Village Hall Management Committee. 

 

26/05/25 Dalc Newsletter – May 2025: 

Previously circulated to Councillors. 

27/05/25 Correspondence (previously circulated to Councillors) 

 - Restricted speed limit A61 
 - Feedback on Anti-Social Behaviour Hub 
 - Road Traffic Regulation Orders 
 - Adoption of the Fox Hollies development 
 
28/05/25 To consider the following planning applications: 

Application Number: 25/00321/FL 

Proposal: Installation of a covered Distribution Service Reservoir and 
temporary construction access point (Major Development) 

Address: Covered Reservoirs Main Road Higham 

 No comments. 

 

Application Number: 25/00358/MOL 

Proposal: S73 Application to vary conditions 4 (Approved Plans), 16 
(Temporary Access) and 17 (Highway Improvement Works) 
of Planning Application 19/00335/OL to allow a revised site 
access (Major development/Departure from Development 
Plan/Affecting Setting of Conservation Area) 

Address: Land to the South of Hallfieldgate Lane Shirland 

The Parish Council have previously submitted comments regarding the site access for this 

proposed development and still feel strongly that they should be considered. 

 

29/05/25 To receive the bank reconciliation, bank statement and bills for payment: 

The bank reconciliation had been circulated prior to the meeting. Cllr M Roe proposed, Cllr R Knowles 

seconded and it was unanimously agreed that it be accepted.  
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Cllr J Newton proposed, Cllr J Cann seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the following 

payments be made: 

Payee Goods Amount (£) 

British Telecom Stonebroom Pavilion: 
Broadband 

 
89.80 

O2 Council mobile                                 48.54 

E-On Stonebroom Pavilion: 
Gas 
Electric 

 
15.92 
75.44 

Wages and salaries 
including HMRC 

3 employees 
 

3071.13 

Bike Track BMX track maintenance and 
monthly inspection  

431.50 

Helen Dowson expenses Weebly – Website provider 
Ink 
Paper towels 

12.75 
25.49 
13.99 

LA Landscaping Services Interment of ashes and 
burial 
Topping up and reseeding 

1127.99 
 

174.00 

Sutcliffe Play Installing replacement parts 
to cableways 

1107.70 

Institute of Cemetery and 
Crematorium Management 

Annual membership 105.00 

Joanne Taylor Internal audit 250.00 

Brian Stone expenses Petrol 
Paint and WD40 
Oil 

13.76 
20.48 
15.38 

Waterplus ** Stonebroom Pavilion 103.60 

Glendale ** Grass cutting 504.00 

CSE Crosscom ** Service contract for CCTV 
Shirland and Stonebroom 

1890.00 

R Vann ** Replacement drain covers 
Stonebroom Pavilion 

100.00 

Brian Stone expenses ** Petrol 13.25 

 
** Late payment, invoice received following publication of the agenda. 
 
Receipts since last meeting:- 
 

Received:  Amount (£) 

Memorial application 35.00 

Burial/interment of ashes 1348.00 

Children’s football 40.00 

 
Cllr P Parkin left the meeting before the confidential item was discussed. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.56pm. 


