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Shirland and Higham Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 

held at Mickley Hut on Thursday 15th August 2024 at 7.15pm 

Councillors Present: Cllr Mike Roe (Chair), Cllr Barry Barnes, Cllr Anne Brown, Cllr Janice Bush, Cllr 
Janice Cann, Cllr Ritchie Knowles, Cllr Geoff Mather and Cllr David Williamson. 
 
In Attendance: Three members of the public. 
 
01/08/24  To consider accepting apologies for absence: 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Michelle Green, Cllr Margaret Kimber, Cllr Guy Liggett, 
Cllr James Newton, Cllr Charlotte Cupit, Cllr Barry Lewis and Cllr Heather Liggett. 
 
02/08/24 Declarations of interest from members on any items to be discussed:  

Cllr B Barnes and Cllr J Cann - Stonebroom Food Pantry. Cllr A Brown and Cllr G Mather - Shirland 

Village Hall Management Committee.  

 

03/08/24 To receive and approve requests for dispensations from members on matters in which 

they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest: 

None. 

 

04/08/24 To determine if any item on the agenda should be with the public excluded:  

None. 

 

05/08/24 To consider for approval the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 

18th July 2024: 

Cllr A Brown proposed and Cllr B Barnes seconded that the minutes be approved. 

 

06/08/24 Residents or public questions/comments (A period of not more than 15 minutes is 

allocated for members of the public and councillors to comment on any matter relating to the 

Parish): 

Two residents spoke in detail about their suggestion for a pétanque court being provided in the Parish. 

A member of the public reported problems with a diseased tree within Shirland Churchyard. Cllr M Roe 

recommended that the lady contacts North East Derbyshire District Council. 

Cllr R Knowles and Cllr J Cann reported that they have both received positive comments regarding this 

year’s flower baskets. 

 

07/08/24 Notice of Conclusion of Audit: 

The audit for the year ended 31st March 2024 is now complete and the statutory ‘Notice of Conclusion’ 

displayed. 

 

08/08/24 To consider the approval and adoption of the Code of Conduct: 

Cllr R Knowles proposed, Cllr B Barnes seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the Code of 

Conduct is approved and adopted. 

 

09/08/24 To consider the approval and adoption of the Legionella policy: 

Cllr A Brown proposed, Cllr J Cann seconded and it was unanimously agreed to approve and adopt the 

policy. 

 

Cllr A Brown and Cllr G Mather left the room. 

 

10/08/24 To consider the Shirland Village Hall lease: 

Cllr D Williamson proposed, Cllr J Cann seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the Clerk  

circulates a copy of the lease for all Councillors to read before the September meeting. 
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Cllr A Brown and Cllr G Mather returned to the meeting. 

 

11/08/24 To consider the Parish Council comments on the National Grid’s proposals: 

Cllr A Brown proposed and Cllr G Mather seconded that comments are submitted regarding the 

concerns raised about the proposals. 

 

Cllr B Barnes and Cllr J Cann left the room. 

 

12/08/24 To consider the grant application received from Stonebroom Food Pantry: 

Cllr D Williamson proposed, Cllr G Mather seconded and it was unanimously agreed to award a grant 

of £300. 

 

Cllr B Barnes and Cllr J Cann returned to the meeting. 

 

13/08/24 To consider the quote received for the solar powered lamp column Christmas trees: 

Cllr R Knowles proposed, Cllr A Brown seconded and it was unanimously agreed to place an order for 

the trees. 

 

14/08/24 To consider the quote received for a defibrillator and cabinet to be sited in Higham: 

Cllr J Cann proposed, Cllr J Bush seconded and it was unanimously agreed to place an order. 

 

15/08/24 To consider the siting of a war memorial on The Triangle in Shirland: 

Cllr R Knowles proposed, Cllr J Bush seconded and it was unanimously agreed that Cllr M Roe will 

carry out some research on the memorial types available. 

 

16/08/24 To consider the maintenance of the football pitch at Stonebroom Sportsground: 

Cllr A Brown proposed, Cllr M Roe seconded and it was unanimously agreed to enhance the frequency 

of the cutting of the pitch in the new ground’s maintenance contract. 

 

17/08/24 To consider the requests for a skatepark at Stonebroom Sportsground: 

Cllr B Barnes proposed, Cllr R Knowles seconded and it was unanimously agreed to arrange to visit 

some local skateparks and look at prices. 

 

18/08/24 To consider the request for a French boules pitch at Stonebroom Sportsground: 

Cllr M Roe proposed and Cllr R Knowles seconded that Cllr B Barnes meets with the gentleman present 

at the meeting to look at suitable sites. 

 

19/08/24 To consider arranging a site visit to the Hilcote Royal Oak Meadow and Woodland: 

Cllr B Barnes to arrange a date and circulate it to Councillors. 

 

20/08/24 Report from County Councillor: 

No report. 

 

21/08/24  Reports from District Councillors: 

No reports. 

 

22/08/24 Reports from Councillors on outside bodies and community groups: 

Cllr A Brown spoke about the scarecrow competition and a forthcoming scarecrow picnic event at the 

Village Hall on the 25th August 2024. 

Cllr B Barnes thanked the Parish Council on behalf of Stonebroom Food Pantry for agreeing to provide 

a grant. Cllr Barnes reported that the Food Pantry continues to be very successful. 

Cllr B Barnes and Cllr J Cann reported that the Stonebroom and Mickley Holiday and Food groups have 

provided a large number of activities for children during the summer holidays with volunteers working 

hard to arrange the events.   
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23/08/24 Report from Chair 

Nothing to report. 

  

24/08/24 Report from Clerk: 

The Clerk reported that a £500 grant had been received from Rykneld Homes towards the cost of the 

defibrillators. 

The Friends of Stonebroom School have thanked the Parish Council for allowing the use of the Pavilion 

for their 2024 Summer Fun Day. 

The Neighbourhood Plan referendum is to take place on Thursday 12th September 2024. 

 

Standing orders were suspended at 9pm to allow the meeting to continue. 

 
25/08/24 Dalc Newsletter – August 2024: 

Previously circulated to Councillors. 

26/08/24 Correspondence (previously circulated to Councillors) 

- North East Derbyshire District Council - S106 monies 
                                                                Local validation checklist 
           Neighbourhood Plan Decision Statement 
                       National Grid consultation 

- Amber Valley Borough Council – Notice of Submission of Local Plan 

- CPRE – National Grid consultation 

- Police and Crime Commissioner - Derbyshire Police and Crime Plan consultation 

- The Local Government Boundary Commission for England - Derbyshire Division 
Boundary Review - Final Recommendations 

- Stop the Pylons Derbyshire - The Great Grid upgrade 

- Derbyshire County Council – Diseased Ash tree Mickley 

- Derbyshire Wildlife Trust – The Derwent Living Forest project 
 
27/08/24 To consider the following planning applications: 

Application Number: 25/00579/FL 

Proposal: Retention of existing outbuilding (constructed under 
Permitted Development rights) and an extension to the 
outbuilding to form a garage, with new pitched roof over the 
outbuilding and additional fencing work 

Address: 2 The Willows Shirland 

The Parish Council are concerned about access and egress for the other properties.  There 
are also concerns about the loss of neighbour amenity particularly after reading comments 
submitted by a neighbour. 

 

Application Number: 24/00592/FLH 

Proposal: Extension to garden room to form two storey accommodation 
with upper floor Juliet balcony (Conservation are/Affecting 
Setting of a Listed Building) 

Address: Prospect Villa Main Road Higham 

The Parish Council are concerned about the size, scale and massing of this proposal.  There 
are also concerns about the loss of neighbour amenity especially with the property being part 
of the conversation area. 
 

Application Number: 24/00528/FLH 

Proposal: Proposed first floor bedroom balcony overlooking side 
garden 

Address: Pasture House Pasture Lane Stonebroom 

No comments 
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Application Number: 24/00601/FL 

Proposal: Removal of existing garages and hardstanding and erection 
of 7 affordable bungalows with associated landscaping, 
shared drive and car parking 

Address: Garage site Byron Grove Stonebroom 

The Parish Council are concerned about the access and egress from this site and the effect 
on parking in the surrounding areas.  Access for emergency service vehicles and the refuse 
collection vehicle is of great concern. 
  

Application Number: 24/00555/TPO 

Proposal: Application to prune trees T1 and T2 covered by NEDDC 
Tree Preservation Order 145 

Address: 1 Woodland Avenue Shirland  

The Parish Council are of the opinion that the extent of the pruning is too severe. The Council 

takes a dim view of the garden area being located under the two trees. 

Application Number: 24/00629/FLH 

Proposal: Proposed single storey side and rear extension and first floor 
side extension 

Address: 3 Church View Close Shirland 

 The Parish Council are concerned about the size, scale and massing of this proposal. 

28/08/24 To receive the bank reconciliation, bank balances, bank statement and bills for 

payment: 

 

The Clerk confirmed the bank balances: 

 

NS&I investment account - £92498.82 

Natwest current account - £500 

Natwest reserve account - £44256.52 

 

The bank reconciliation had been circulated prior to the meeting. Cllr M Roe proposed and Cllr D 

Williamson seconded that it be accepted.  

It was unanimously agreed that the following payments be made: 

Payee Goods Amount (£) 

British Telecom Stonebroom Pavilion: 
Broadband 

 
                             84.38  

O2 Council mobile 41.34 

E-On Stonebroom Pavilion: 
Gas 
Electric 

 
16.63 
89.05 

Wages and salaries 
including HMRC 

3 employees 2829.52 

Bike Track BMX track maintenance and 
monthly inspection 

431.50 

Helen Dowson expenses Weebly (website provider) 
monthly fee 
Ink 
Postage 
Room hire Mickey Hut 
Microsoft 365 annual 
subscription 
Fridge thermometer 

 
12.78 
25.49 

5.10 
36.00 
59.99 

 
9.98 

Brian Stone expenses Petrol 14.45 

LA Landscaping Services Grass cutting 
Burial 

960.00 
499.00 
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Artisan Memorials Refund of money paid in 
error for memorial 
application 

68.00 

Information Commissioner Annual data protection fee 40.00 

PFK Littlejohn LLP External audit 756.00 

UK Safety Management Servicing of fire 
extinguishers at Stonebroom 
Pavilion 

82.80 

North East Derbyshire 
District Council 

Pumping station 
maintenance at Shirland 
Village Hall 

348.80 

Shelter Maintenance Shelter cleaning 58.94 

Woolley Moor Nurseries Hanging baskets 7050.00 

Cumbia Clock Company Servicing of clock at 
Stonebroom 

234.00 

LA Landscaping Services ** Grass cutting 
Clearing brambles at 
Stonebroom tennis courts 

960.00 
180.00 

 

Waterplus ** Stonebroom Pavilion 21.49 

 
** Late payment, invoice received after publication of the agenda. 
 
Receipts since last meeting:- 
 

Received:  Amount (£) 

Burial 499.00 

Memorials 237.00 

Allotments 82.50 

Grant from Rykneld Homes 500.00 

Staffa Health for hire of Pavilion 24.00 

North East Derbyshire District Council 
for hire of Pavilion 

48.00 

 
 The meeting closed at 9.27pm 


